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Hen the Lord God of Eternal Power began by bs Spirit t 
move in theſe Nations in the late times of trouble, and thery 
\ ®\'F. wat ar opening in the timos for the tal of the heart to won 
oat it ſelf, tber every one betook,_ themſelves to that fellomſbi pal pery 
gle that ugreed molt with the 7 tha; was inthens,\ aol 
ſo there came 4 diſtingniſhing and Knowledge of thoſe ſcebiag ſouls 
accordirg to ſ ome thi ng moſt ob dio tothe 60 of the world;\and Ja they 
called ſome by the name of Pre:byterian, ſome Independant, and the 
like : For as for thoſe called Prelatical, they were not of ſuch a preſſing 
nature A io ſerł for ward much after the Spiritual Kingdom, but ra- 
ther breathed after their old form, bow they * tomato thab again, 
(without the former troubles) to lie down in that: But thoſe called 
 Prechyterian or mixed Independent (in anſwer to whoſe Queries or one 
of them,the enſuing ſheets are) they ſeemed ſo 22aloms while the worlds 
power countenanced them, as though they would have takgn Heaven as 
it were by forces; and not only ſo, but even of late alſo, ſince the ſecond 
Charles came in, and they began to be put out of their high places by 
ſeme eld incumbent as they calli hem, or upon ſome other account ,as 2.cal 
ow ſo, yet did ſome of them keep up their cuſtom of preaching amongſt 
ple in publick, where they could get place or audience, is ſo much, 
that the ſeating irit began to get up in ſome of them, as in this John 
Reynolds, 4s though nothing ſhould ſtop their paſſage, and ſo wo 
have all eccounted lyars that bad ſaid to the contrarj : But behold the 
wiſdom of God in ſuffering things ſo to come to paſ?, that all things 
might be fully manifeſt : And 5 an Att ef Parliament muſt come out 
againſt them unleſs they will conform, And then lo,behold this ſhower 
N. forces in their tender beads, as not being able to endure the 
ſharpneſs of the ſtorm for want of the true Spiritual Armour; For 
words and profeſſion could never ſecure any, from the fiery trials tha” are 
fill ordered in the wiſdom of God for the manifeſting of every ſeed: 
Se if theſe enſuing anſwers may be ſerviccable unto any of the ? ze u/ous 
hearts to provokg them to 4 further ſearch of themſelves, and be 4 
means now when they are ſemething low, to give them a i bt of any 
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in Revelations: for the end of all thy fair words here, is but to 
draw theſe young men from the ſimplicity that is in Chriſt, and 
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light in every man, and 115 — ha ve ſomething to be added to 
it from without, that ſo thou may'ft-þring in thy own traditi- 
ons; but what condition fhill one gather by thy words theſe 
two men John Finch, N Tokn Payton — in at the writing of 
theſe Queries. to them, for one while thon ſeemelt to « 
bot: ecting Nene n e Jene 
and another while thon applies thoſe that reſpe& the to 
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za ptal ſed de God thou art as it were forced by the Light in thy 
toacquir'us from being of this — bat. teuly 
theLight in our conſcience tells us expreſly, that chow Johs Rey- 
wideart one of them that are in this upper way, as thou calleſt 
it, of dectit, for ot Phyloſophy, Traditions of men, worldly Ru- 
dnents, and falſe Sciences is che body of thy Divinity made up, 
u well as other of thy | brethren the Hirelings thou would u 
modem n, for the difference is not in the nature of your Doctrine, 
lot in the form, And ſo though an Idol of gold appear more 
heattiful chan one of baſer mettle, yet it is an Idol ſlil, and fo you 
ut boch in the fighting and petſecuting nature as all Idolaters 
te) Kyra againſt AA. anne h, and Maunaſſeb againſt Ephraim, 
ut doch againſt ada; one for the Common Prayer, another 
ſortheNireftory, but neither will own the Lambs Light in you, 
in terch and guide you 3 and ſo though you may have a form of - 
more painted then they, yet denying the power (Chriſt 
nan) you are all alike to be turned away from: And ſo Johs 
fuck and J ahn Payton in tut ning from thee a: well as the other 
formalyis,are excuſable; and though thou goeſt about to per- 
ſmade them from the truth by telling them of a lower way of de- 
ging by a voluntary humlity, and neglecting of the body, end 
wearing a wrought garment to deceive, which thou wouldſt in- 
ate to be our condition, yet this will not deceive theic minds 
ifthey keep to the true Light of Chriſt in them, ſor in that they 
lal our garment to be ſmooth and ſweet throngh the Fathers 
love, not rough or hairy as the Hypocrites is, who kill one ano - 
ther ghout their wayes of worſhip; but for voluntary bumility 
inthe will offered up by heaps;: which is no better than filthy 
ſmoke in the noſtrils of a pure God in this day: and praiſed be 
CA chat bach brought us from this into the true humility : but 
lywthy words of accuſing us here of neglecting the body, and 
aterwards of drunkenneſs, can agree, let the wiſe in heart con- 
ee in thy cbangeable asturt and unſtable mult, needs 
ſelf-contradiftors 3 and ſo who be the thieves that Chriſt in 
ths Gay is crucified bet een, is tbus ſar in part, and will after- 
wards God willing more appear. Allo it is obſeryable from that 
Preface of thine farther, Where it is (aid that this latter, 8. 
Mely-ihe lower way of deceiving may poſſibly prevail, though 
mot with che preſent multitude, yet ſome unable ſouls that 
Nan! | bave 


08 
a been Dade ealightare and have tafied' the good 
the power of the world to come. hut are not yet robteſ 
ai ſettled im the truth and grace of the Lard Jr ſus Chriſty, the, 
1 ſay, thou need ſt not fear any of thy follo wers to be deceived on 
chis maoner, ſor none can be ſavi enlightned who 
ſuſſiciency of Lhrins Light, dhe of God, which h 
peared to all men, yea in their darkneſs ſhinerh, though thedurh. 
neſs comprehend it not, as thou do# ; and none enn ſiy in trum 
they have taſted the good Mord of God ho puts the letter o it 
and denies the ſufficiency of Chrifts Light, which is his Word | 
nigh in the heart and mouth, as thou doi? ; nor none can truly | 
be ſaid to taſte the powers of the world to come, who deni to | 
bow their hearts to the leaſt meaſure of Chriſts Light iq | 
accounting it inſufficient, as thou doſt : and ſo it is the teil he- 
lievers that had need to take beed of beiag deceived with fair 
ſhews and rough garments, for the Hypocrites are dectiveds- 
ready: but what Doctrine eh Rent doth judge in thelt'he 
calls ſilly Seducers and Quakers, to be amiſs, and by theſt tu 
men he writes unto to be taken heed of, may be gat o 
theſe Queries, to inſlance ſome, 5 

1, Becauſe they ſay Chrilt lighteth every man wich a uſd. 
ent light that cometh into the world, 

2, Becauſe they fay that the meaſure of the Spirit of Gon 
man is the true and certain trier of all ſpiries: 4 

3. Becauſe they fay, Chrift himſelf and not the empty dedly- 
ration without, is the Word of God. | 4 

4. Becauſe they ſay, Chriſt the better hope, being come, fin- 
les perfection thorough him is attainable here. * 

5. Becauſe they ſay, judgement is committed to the Saints 
even whilſt they axe in the body, and therefore ſuch may jagt 
and yet, ſayes they, it is not fleſh; but ſpirit that 5 ull 
chiogs, _ | en 

6. Bectuſe they make conſcience of ſayinÞ*Fhou ani Tbert to 
4 particular, which'is che plain ſangunge. - 

7. Becauſe they ſay, thut all honour, and glory, and u 
is to be given to God alone, and not ro any creature, 
8. Becauſe they ſuy the true Church is in God, an ſo u u 
fighcevus one in it or of ir, and ſo can neither culſ che DI 

Gods Church, nora houſe of wood and ſtone hiv Church. 
= 9, Becauſe 
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. Becauſe they cahnot own the worlds fprinkling of Infants 
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wich v little outward water, for Chriſts Bapriſm,and becauſe they 
agor own that for a right Communion, wiich is in ſin, & who 
1 and drink Wine in remembrance of a coming of Chriſt, 
whict they ſry ſhall never be while they are here, and the like. 
"But now ſomething, the Lord aſſiſting, may be ſpoken parti- 
ealrlyin Anſwer to the Queries chemſelves, And the firſt of 
them is thts, 
ur 1. Firff queſtion; If that Light which is nichinevery man 
that cometh into the world, be ſufficient without the Preaching 
of che Goſpel, bow is it that Heathent know little or nothing of 
the true God? 
, To this I anſwer, That thou run'ſt here upon a falſe 
ground, and fo draws this and the reſt of thy ſiumbſing conle- 
from thy own imaginations, not from our wor ds, for we 
hor exclude the Preaching of the Goſpel from the Light, nor 
the Light from it; but ſay, that is the true Light that lighteth 
man that cometh into the world ; one loves the Light, be- 
leves it, and follows it, andis led to God, and ſo ſaved by it ſut᷑ · 
the other hates it, and it is his condemnation: and this 
the Goſpel Preaching, and this Light of Chtiſt in every man 
«the Light of the glorious Goſpel, whether it be declared of to 
tis data ard ear in words ot not; bor he that Preaches not this 
tae Lighe, Preachet another Goſpel, though edere be not ano- 
ther Göſpel: And I ſay unto you all people, ifs ſeeming Angel 
Mech bot this Cofpel of Light, this grace of God which drings 


VAlntion, which hach appeared to all men, and is the Saints only 


her and Keeper, he i to be accutſed; But whereas thou 
of Heathen;: Anſwer, All are Heathens now, and ignorant of 
tie God, who know not the ſufficieney of the Lighe that 
lech every mat that cometh into che world; but thou askeſt 
io the end of that , two very childiſh queſtions : tbe firſt, 
Mir we exhort atten to follow the Light within, if that be ſuf 
g. anſwel. Becauſe it is ſuffictent, therefore do we ex- 
to follow ix, for that which is not ſuſficient, is not 
fe to follow t and foyou cher are fo full of words and ignorant 
n beat the ait and deceive the people, keeping 
en ever leur ning, and never able to bring them to the 
of the truib, hich perfeRs- to God all the _ 
| B there- 
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thereunto, Thy ſecond Query there, How could the Word of 
God be called a miſtery hid from ages and generations, but now 
is ade manifeſt, it the Light within be ſufficientꝰ and then quogę 
Eph. 3.9 Col 1.25, 26. Mat. 1 1 25, I anſwer, That it was within. 
and ſufficient when it lay hid as a miſtery, till Gods full time came 
of revealing it; and therefore Chriſt compares it to many po- 
werſul and precious, though hidden things and of little account 
to the outward view, as to 8 grain of muſtard - ſeed in the earth. 
to a little lea ven within much flower, to tte:ſure hid in che field: 
and Chriſt ſaid to the Phariſees, chat Gods Kingdom was ta be 
found in man, be excludes none,anMhoſe Scriptures thou ſer'ſt 
down, prove for this truth, and againſt thy roving mind which is 
in the outward obſervings, chinking to finde the Kingdom there, 
when - Chriſt faich it cometh not that way, fee Lal. 17. 20,31, 
what wi t thou conclude, it was not, becauſe it lay hid / what Lo- 
gick is this doth not Pa there lay, that the miſtery which w 
ſo hid, and which he by the Spirit now Preached, was Chriſt in 
the Gentiles the hope of glory? and Chriſt was Light, and to this 
Light he warned every man to take heed ; but the little children 
not the Maſters,obey the yoice, and ſo are led into the under[land- 
ing of the miltery, bb , 


Scriptures the Words of the Lord, whoſe Words are they? and 
why is the Scripture ſo ofcen. called the Word of God, and the 
Word of the Lord? and ſet this thou brings many N 
Exed.24 4. 2 Kg. 20.26. 27,28, 29. If. 12.6 ger. 36 4, 6,5, li. 
Acts 19.10, 2 Cor. 2.17. 1 Theſ.18, | Mit | 
Anſ.. To this I'ſay, firſt, That the holy Scriptures mere given 
forth by - boly men of God, as they were moved by. ihe 
| Ghoſt, and ſo they may be galled the Words of. Cod, td 
Lord, not that Spixit and living Word. hut that choſe Scriptures 
prove what thou brinꝑſt them for, to wit, that the Scripturts ot 
writings without, is there called the Mord of, God, or of the 
10 Lord, is not true; it is ſaid indeed in that of 2 King, 20.16, 1988, 
h Iſaiah (nd unto Hearlyah, Hear the Word of the Lord; anfflcs 
Hh ſaid, Good iy the Word of the Lord; and in ocben paces 
of Scriptures, that the Word of the Lord came to the Hrop het 
and chat in the ſore : mentioned place of the Ad and . 
and 7 heſſaloniam mention is made of the Apoſtles Pri 477 
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Q. 2, In the next general Query chou askeſt,: Are not the. 
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Word of God, all this is true; but of E, and Palms, and 
wimiah, mention is made of words; but what doth all this 
rove, but only, that the Word came to holy men, this Word was 
bod; and as this Word moved in them and gave them wiſdom 

and utteru nce, they writ or ſpoke forth words as 4 declaration of 
what was in the minde, or Word of God, or what God was, or 
| fo 5 and what though rhe Scriptures may be thus called the 

J words of the Lord, or his Prophets, or Apoſtles, ated by his 

| power, which we never denied; this is nothing to the Hypocrites 

. bo oſe their tongues to ſay, the Lord ſaith, when he never 

g ſpoke by them, but make a trade of the Scriptures for filthy 

; 


Futer, and by their much preſſing the declaration to be the 
Word of God, have quite clouded the Word it ſelf ( Chriſt, from 


. wheace true words come) from the peoples minds, ſo that ſcarce 
7 any have any true living feeling after God in his Word Chriſt; 
* ſor in the beginning was the Word before all declarations, and 
a ſhall be after all the peaceable life of all that believe for ever: 
in $ that the Lord ſaw it good to ſtir up a people in theſe dayes :0 
5 be true and living Witneſſes of the Word, for the ſtopping ot che 
4 mouths of all ſuch as have gotten the words, as thieves from 

| others, and ſo kept people in the form with themſelves, alwaics 
Ie; - profeſing, but never poſſeſſing the Power which the Scriptures 
d Witneſs unto, and ſo the letter and empty words kil'd and do 
he ll; but now the living Spiric and living Word being Witneſſed, 
. the S. ripture is owned in its place, and Reſurrectidn to life be- 
. ing fel, the Cron is ſet upon the Kings head, whoſe name is 


called the Word of God, who was, and is, and is to come, over 
* God bleſſed for ever more; and it is conſiderable, that the 
4 Miniſters of Chriſt are never called Miniſters of the letter, or 
| words, but of che Word and Spirit, 2 Cor. 3. and that Chriſt 
oo bis Apoſtles mentioning the Prophets words, uſually called 
or them Scripture, and not the Word of God, as the cuſtom of Hy- 
be pocrites is now; all fleſh is grafs, and all outward ſounds and 


ph fins vaniſh, but the Word of the Lord that endures for ever; 
00 'vnd this is that Word, which dy the Goſpel (the Power of God) 
05 A preached, and by nothing elſe ſavingly, which when undet- 
By od, people are one, but riot before; for it is che weakneſs 
41 which is the womans ſpeaking, makes ell diflention ; ſo let the 


Sripture have ifs due, and the Ward of God its due; and «ll is 
bemiful in its place, B 2 Que. 3, 
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Qu 3. lathy third, chou ackeſt;how ſhall we know he 
the Spirit that ſpeaks in us, be the Spitit of Cod, or an evil ſpitit 
but by crying them by the Scriptures? and for this thou bringell, 
1 Jeb 4 1. Iſa B. 19,20. Ad. 17,11. Jab. 5. 39. then thou rephes, 
and as it were ſaies, if you ſay we know the Spirit to be o God, 
becaule it convinceth of (in ; then Ia, how do you know that 
to be (in, but by the Scripture ? for this thou bringeſt 1 Job. 3 4 
fin is a tranſgreſſion of the Law; and afterwards ſaies, if weſay that 
Spirit cells us its of God, or that we know it but by its fruit, how 
do we know it not to bea lying ſpirit, or how do we know the 
fruits of the Spirit, but by Scripture ? 

A. No I ſay, by all this it plainly appears, that thou art ng 
Goſpel Miniſter, no Miniſter of the Spirit of Gad at all, but art 
a meer talker of the letter and law, not knowing what it ſaith, 
nor whereof it aftirmeth ; for doth not the next Covenant run 
thus, 7 will put my Law is their bearts, and in their mindes willi 
write it, Jer,31,31, & Heb 8B. 8. andthe Apoſtle that ſaid unto his an 
brethren, ry the Spirits, in that place 1 70h. 4. t. did not ſay, yon mt 
have a writing without by which yon know all things, but you 
have an annointing from the holy one, and this abides in yon and 
by this they know all things, 1 Jah. 2, 20, 27. according to 
what Paul in 1 Cor, 2. 15, 16, faith, The fpiritnal wan jwdgeth, o 
ſcerneth all things,but is jmdged or diſcerned of none, for the natural 
man knows nothing aright, though he may have all the Scri- 
ptures to talk of without him; and though he may cry up in 
appearance, even as /ſaiah ſaid to the Law and to the Teſti» 
mony, yet he never goes to the Law or Teſtimony at all, for 
the Law is Spiritual and inward, and the Teſtimony of Jeſus 
is the Spirit of Prophehe, as ſaith Scripture declaration; and 
by that Spiritual Law Par came to the knowledge of his (in, 
to humiliation ; but while he was but a Profeſlor of the Law 
in the letter, he was alive without La vv; but vvhen the Com- 
mandment in Spirit came to be felt nigh in the heart, then ſin 
revived and he died; And ſo vvill John Reywolds die yvhen che 
Lavy indeed he comes to feel, but he is yet alive yvithout 
Lavv, and from that ground comes all theſe Queries of his, 
to ſtop if poſſible the holy Seed from coming out of A＋Æ 
but the Lord vvill break all bonds for his Ele& ſake ; ſotiut 
inafevy vvords, take avvay from this Jen Reynolds the * 


= 2 


| (9) 
raf his own words he is as blind as 6 Beetle ; for he que- 
fions bow a man can either know the true Spirit, or fin, or 
the works, or fruits of eicher good Spirit or bad, but by che 
letter, ſo that his ey e is in the out ward book, and ſono letter, 

no Preacher. For John Reynolds, did the Apoſtles hold forth a 
letter wichout them ta be an eye to the world 2 nay nay, they 
were to turn the people to the Light of Chriſt within them, 
that thereby they might (ee the Light out of all darkne(s, and 
falſe workkips z for in thy Lig ht, ſaith David, we ſhall ſee Light: 
Othe riches of the Grace of God, that hath delivered John 
Finch, and Fohn Payton from this blind guide Jobs Reynolds, 
whoſe eye within is yet ſhut by the god of the world | 2 Cor, 

3, 4. 

8 Qs. 4. Thou querieſt, whether the Saints in your times are 
more perfect then Saints in Scripture. times ꝰ and the reſt of 
this Query is to plead for fn, and againſt ſinleſs perfection j 
ind in the concluſion of it, thou ſaiſt, we cannot ſhew you one 
mon that ever attained it. 

Af, Yea, to this I ſay, through the Lords great love we 
ne able to hold forch to thee and all the world one perfe& 
man, yea, ſuch a one, in whoſe mouth there was, and is no 
gule; who did, aud doth good, and ſinned not, nor doth fing 
vo attained to a finleſs perfection, and. of ſuch a man will 
ve glory, not of felf,nor of fleſh, but of him who is made unto 
wof God, wiſdom, righteouſneſs, and all perſections, who is 
note perfect then thouſands under the Law were. Go then, 
to ſlop all mouths,the Goſpel-day is witneſſed, praiſed be the 
Lord, and iu perfection of beauty do the believers now wor- 
lay and the i ighteouſneſs of the Law (that is ſinleſs perſecti- 
on) is fulfilled in us that walk not after the fleſb,but after the 
it; So John Reynolds to thee and thy company, I ſay, ariſe, 
lend up from the dead, come out of your own times where 
thete is none perfect, for your times paſs away into nothing; 
but for dcripture · times ( thabs large, it is not, as thou wouldſt 
— ended yet, for the Scripture is the Lord daily ful- 

ng, and will doit untill time ſhallbe no more, which he that 
lab an ear to bear, let him bear; and not only they, but v 
kindred forty four thouſand finleſs perfeſ ones are menti- 
med Rev. 14, with many more, 
| Qs, 5. 
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C16 
Q.. . And for thy fifth Query whore thou ſaiſt, hog 
th at are called Quakers eſteem themſelves the only true 
Chriſtians in che world, then would I know where hath been 
their Church this 1600, years, 
A. ſ. To this I ſay, here thou manifeſts thy ſelf again what 
tumbling is here in thy dark minde / this is like che Papifty 
arguments to Proteſtants; but to this may be eaſily anſwers 
ed, that if it be manifeſi to the conſcience of any, as praiſed be 
God it is to many, that we are of God, ſuch a on- will never 
ask ſuch a queſtion as this: But now to you who canuot own 
the Light in your conlciences, we cannot be manifeſt, becauſe 
the world knows us not; and then ask, where hath your 
Church been? I Gay, it hath been ever where it is at this day, 
to wit, in God and Chriſt, which when thou comeſt toche 
Light of Chriſt within thee, then thou wilt ſee, but till chen 
we muſt be content to hie hid from thee and all dark minds, 
and ſo to bear Chriſts reproach 3 but to all my dear brethren 
in Chriſt, I ſay, behold what manner of love the Father hath 
beſtowed on us, that we ſhould be called the {ons of God, fel- 
low Citizens in the heavenly Jeru[a/em with all the Church of 
God, firft-born of God whole names are written in Heaven, 
therefore the vvorld knovvs us not, becauſe it knevy not our 
head firſt, 1 Joh.3, Heb,12. Zut as for thy telling of eſteeming 
ſelf, and the name Quaker, and the like, thou mayeſt cakethols 
vvords in again from vvhence they came, for (elf and names 


of mens giving, vve deny, and glory in che Croſs ot Chet 


vvhere the Name of God is knovvn, and as forthe reſt oi chy 
Queries vvhich tell of our unableneſs to give a proof of ſuch 
people as vve, before the laſt tyvventy years, or ſo, vyhoplaced 
Religion in Thouing and Theeing, and refuſing to put off 
their hats, and vvear decent ornaments in their apparel, and 
it is ſuch frothy ſtuff, that ic ſhames. chee and thy Profeſhon; 
but thou maiſt knovv, that chough you may do vxhat you 
vvill, chat are vvithout La vy to God, yet vve are taught to 
fear the Lord, and vvhatſoe ver is pute, to mind that, and (0 
our Religion ſtands in Chriſt, not in outvvard appearances, 
though the omvvard be all thou canſt ſee, and ſo ſtumbles at 
the meanneſi of it; but vVhat are thoſe decent orua ments in 
apparel thou telleſt or? is need}eſs Points, & Laces, and N 
f « 
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vidſach fileh ? then ſurely all Saintꝭʒ are ohe wich us hete; but 
thou ſaiſt, we rail againſt Prieſts Tiches, Idols Temples, 
1nd Idols worſhip, being ſuch 2c yoars; I ſay, chough railing 
eden, yer. we can enfiy prove by Scripture. chat holy men 
ied vehement ly againſt falſe worſhips and worſhippers; 
they were guided'as yoware in all ages; hut as for that. thou 
(ts tilt we rail again Baptiſm, and the Lords Supper, and ſinging 
pals, thou art found a great and fajſe ſlanderer in this; for 


— er paßt the word Railing, we deny that we ſo much as ſpeak 
__ int Chriſts Bapriſm, or Supper, or bis Singing, or that we 


ND ale upon our (elves to condemn any to dell; but this we ſay, 
that no unrighteous one or bypocrite hath any inheritance in 


— be Kingdom of God, or oi Christ, and he that is not wich us, is 

= aſt as, which in time, (though now ſeemingly ſmall) worde 
hes xilbe bard, and heavy for many to bear; and as for Chrills,, 
ads liatiſm,and du pper, and ſiu gin g in, and with the Spirit we dear- 


nn, but the bypocrice and cheir Jeaven-we deny, 

lach 6. Thy next Query is ſome thing to the former pur poſe; 
fel- Lothar which is ſaid may ſerve for thatʒbut chou addeſt a, great 

h of ul wiexed ly and: ſlander, in ſaying wecondemn be. matt, 
mitent Saints and-Manyrs, for thou ſuiſt they were not of our; 


— nalz and thou ſeemeſt much trouhle& that æhy ſelfalſo (whom 
ing don haſt ſo high an eſteem of) could not pals the cenſure, of 
es I toſerdow: ſcor fully calls Quaker; bave-any of chein, called 
mes If titedectiverpnd the ix? I. fag; ſes if ig be not "wy might 
in lethas ſpoken unto thee, tot at iso derqgstiog co t 12 
hy uch to ſey the truth it ſelf. may calla deceiver falſe accuſer,” 


uch ud teptoacher, which is a devil, by their proper names ; For in 
ced Marth, 23. and Fobs 8, ſee Chtiſis languaye to the hy pocryes 
off of hoſe daies ſo the trror wat not in Chriſt ls, 85 ag chem 
and in harvcrefoy but in thoſe Phgriſees there 42 a ut i der, 
M1 ; aher, and dev 4) when dewas not ſo, nt coul agdfor.che 
wit holy and zealous Chriſtians amongſt benz At chow aiſt 


to che like names [from u; } anſzer, if ang under the dame 
iſo I Quiker called thee or any of thy company otherwiſe then they 
cts, If inhelbigbe w/ trut᷑ or bond make good, they; re:o dave; 
at mn xuin truch have fleclar ed your inward condition 390) du, 
sin loud untzet ſuch tea rm, you ought father $0 Ae 40 19, 
"Ns, vl be bard for 


and ſyur a at it in your hard þearts 3 f9p; if 
A ©; y 


you 


{bz ) 
vod to kick 2 the picks and for Fpiicg you muy take 
ther to your ſelves, whoſe throat is an open Sepulchre, wide 
opened agairift all that are holy and zealous ia Chriſt, to 
from you,andwirnef; againft your deceit; And ſo if thoſe thou 


calteft holy und zesſous Chriſtians amongft you,together wich 
9 0⁰⁰ 


ſelf, be weighed in the ballanee of truth, it will 

= as far from that ſtare, as the Eaſt is from the wa. 
But 1 demand bow thou k noweſt the Saints and Martyts wing 
not of our perſwaſion-and praftice? for thou haſt not Light thy 
is pute and Spirituat raiſed up in thee at i manifelt, nor eyt in 
the hend to judge by, bar only judgech with thy evil thought 
and falſe imagination ; for we ſay in a few words, that our minde 
and pructice is to believe on the Name of the Son af God, that 
true Light that lightech every man char cometh into the world, 
atid to love one another, and to labour to keep f conſ. US 
did of offence towards God and all men; And I read dt me 
Saints and Martyrs were of this perſwaſion and practice with, 
and ſo we have a cloud of witneties both antient and mod ern, of 
the truth of this our way; and ſo if thou haſt books — ici 
of other manner of Saints orMartyrt, i deny both thera and thee, 
id calling ther Saints, whore not for che Saints of Gedaad 
Mirtyrs of Jefos are one body in allages, not loviag their live 
to 9 that lo they might ale ay es keep to Gods manidell truth 
in them, without — it beſott men; and this is that which 


theLorg God W deſpiſed people, tothe 
Ta Wen, thivn« day, that oo fle ſn might glory; bat 
2 2 ale Tei him 4 yiorlath, lem in ti Lend, abe ami 


2 7 But in thy ren and next Query thou thinkelt thou 
9 a us, becauſe faild thou, weuſe to 

and; chat you would Preach ao 

eee mouth, or (6 5-dut now ſul 

15 2 many of rheſe tre ready to loſe all forthe 
Alon of Jos — to mes theGoſpel freely though abe 


the) 


ind of impriſonment 

ſors rar hue bs a. ichTanfwes, ; nt fy cr che be. eld 
. . "fo thou cothful cl + you, flands firm ani teu 
ih wo fopultr uy bi — vanity ; tor we know 
ere ogg — —, the reaſon why on 
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wide iy the form you do it, becauſe you cannot keep your fatBenefices; 
— OHypoerites ! what whining and complaining is there by you 
thes inthieſe dayes for your belly ! But for Preaching the Golpel;yoa 
wid divemanifeſted your ſelves to be ignorant both of Chriſt and of 
you the Goſpet, by denying the ſufficiency of the Light which light. 

eth.every man that cometh into the world, Joh, 1. 9. and then 
were put the letter for the Light, and ſo fight and ſti ive with your 
bu drethren about your form and ſeveral- imaginations of the let- 
ye in 
ighty 
unde 
that 
ord, 
tence 
* the 


ter; one cries up a Biſhop, another a Presbyter, and both of 

vou norant of che true Biſhop and Elder, But John Re, 

| Wouldit not thou and thy brethiren be at che gain from your 

qgerier- again if Common-Prayer could be diſpenſed withal! ? 

6h if yeu be brought into ſuch a ſuffering frame! how is it that 

ve have no more of your compeny in priſon? Nay, nay, your 

"1 di heart is in you yet, and ye would be ſucking Lambs blood fill 
thas Nyon bad power, and that the God of Heaven ſees, and will 
ke vengeanceon you for it; and that which you cannot do 
with your hands, you are doing with your tongues and:pens, s 
ther, miniſeſt. But 1 have often ſaid, it you could Preach freely, 


hand lat is, without a ſet or forced maintenance in the ſtate where 
* you'tre, that would not at all commend you to God or bis peo- 
tenth ple: for you bave run, and God never lent you, and therefore 


adich You tethain ſo ignorant of him, and profit not them that follow 
0 che you} for when did Chriſt bid you go to the Univerſities of the 
„ but world to learn him there? and when did he bid you go to fuch 
1 iflite; and ſuch a place, and there ſit down, and eat the fat, and 
tba he with the wool, and Pre ch the thoughts of your vain 
hearts, 2s you have done, and vyou'd do, and be guarded by 
theMagilirares povver, that none ſhould ſpeak to you in your 
high places nor going nor coming from thence? O call to mind 
the day of your fulnels, and of your pride; the ſame meaſure.you 
der to others, is God meaſuring to you; you muſt be broken to 
becauſe you turn not to the Lord for all this: And to the 2 9 
deſpiſed thing, the Light in your conſcience, you mutt come, | 
dad bo v before it, as others have done, before yau beibealed; 
if it give yoo wyvord to ſpeak, you may {peak ig ,, other- 
you muſt be ſiſent, ot you periſh ; The Lord is ariſen,and 
Vit indeed you can kils his Rod, you may fin je mercy but if 
Judi go on juſtifying your ſelyes in his ſight, you (hall cer - 
0 tainly 


(14) ; 

nainly mbulder to nothing; the Lord hath ſaid it, vvbo is daily 
gatheriog his Lambs out of the mouths of all devourers, glory 
do his Name for ever. But what Teſtimony of Jeſus can you 
either give or ſuffer for, who ha ve ſo vilified, and reproached the 
Spirit of Ppropheſie in ſons and daughters, in ſervants and hand- 
maids in theſe dayes? for the Teltimony of Jeſus, is the Spitit 
of Propheſie. 

And now ail people, I (hall lay before you a little more the 
condition of this eh Renu and ſuch like boaſting men, whg 
now thus cry vp themſelves for ſaffering Miniſters of Chriſt as to 
this particular thing, In the former times before the wars when 
the Biſhops had rule, there were (ome ſuch that could not con. 
form to all the fooleries of thoſe dayes, and ſo could not enjoy 
their fat Benifices (though they loved them well enough) and fo 
inſtead of ſuffering in vid Ex gland fled into new England to avoid 
the croſs, and ſo in proceſs of time it came to pals that they got 
the Magiſtrates on their fide there; and then theic old wolſiſn 
hearts being til] in them, they fell on perſecuting the ſervants 
of God that came amongſt them to witneſs to truth, in ſo much 
that of late years. they have fucked the blood of feveral of out 
dear members in Chrif ; three they hanged on g tree, cut the 
ears of others, martyred the bodies of many wich cruel! whipings, 
ſpoiled the goods of many, and baniſhed others for no other 
thing, but for owning the truth as it is in Jelys, and megting to 
wait upon him. 

Qs. 8, The eighth and next Query is ſuch a vain and empty 
one, that the very ſetting of it down will be in great meaſureao 
anſwer to it, and ft is this, 

If there be no honeſt men in the world that are not Quakers; 
then is it not certain, that no honeſt man ever turned Quakers? 
then is it not as certain, that none but the wicked ever turned 
from us, and then where is our ſhame? Again, if all are grice- 
leſs perſons that are not Quakers, then how can any man turn 
Quaker if he will not firſt acknowledge himſelf 8 wicked and 
graceleſs wretch? 

Anſ, O crooked, twining, twiſting Serpent, how cu nningand 
crafty wouldſt thou here appear in thy vain Philoſophy, and 
falſe Science, to caſt n wilt before the eyes of the fimple / yet 

praiſed be the Lord, the leaſt child of Light ſees thee well, on 
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the ſeed of the woman ſhall bruiſe * head, and thou ſhalt not 
xceed far, but thy folly ſhall be manifeſt to all, as the forceries 

anner and Fambres thy Fathers were; for the Lord is already 
a work the ſecond time to deliver his Iſturi out of A gypr, and 
fig wezpon formed againſt his Seed (hall ever proſper ; but the 
horſe and his cider ſhall fall, and rhe Beaſt and talſe Propherſhall 
be taken alive and caſt into the pit, and everlaſting praiſes ſhall 
de ſung ro the Lord God Almighty by the Lambs of bis boly 
fold, as it is in Zen this day, 

Bat let us ſee how this reaſoning of thine would have helped 
the Jews and the Genriles ia the fir ſt times of the Goſpel againſt 
the Chriſtians, and fo ſetting down thy words for them, only 
juſtead of Quaker purting in the word Chriſtian thus. 

' If there are no honeſt men in the world that are not Chriſti- 
ans, then is ic not certain, that no honeſt mau ever turned Chri- 
ian? and if fo, where is their glorying ? and if all are wicked 
that are not Chriſtians ; then is it not certain, that none but 
the wicked did ever turn from us? then where is our ſhame? 
Again, If all are graceleſs perſons that are not Chriflians ; then 
is it not certain, that none but the wicked did ever tur from 
un then where is our ſhame ? would this have been good reaſon- 
inp, either to have diſproved the Chriſſians Doctrine withall, 
of to have kept the unbelieving Jews and Gentiles in a ſafe con- 
dition where they ſtood ? Nay, all muſt bow to the Son of God 
in Mis riſing and going forth ; for his going forth is prepared, o: 
the zun in the morning, whe rejoyceth as a Gyant to run his 
curſe,” and to this juſt one muſt every knee bow, and tongue 
confeſs ; for his way is in light ſhining more and more untill it 
he bigh noon and perfect day: and the Gentiles, though, as 
bonelt 4 Cornel, AR, 1c, and the Jew, though as blameleſs 
Gncerning the Law, as Pauli in bis firtt Rate was, Phil, 3, muſt 
Vu to him: Yea farther, let allthe Angels of God worſhip 
tit, Bur as for the worlds inhabitants, both honeſt, and wick - 
ed, ve know char the whole world lieth in wickedneſs, And ſo, 


| before you turn ſach Chriſtians as quake and cremble at Gods 


Word, azad work out their Salvation in fear sud trembling, you 
hall de content to ov n your ſeives ro be little leſs then diſhon- 
ef wicked, and graceleſs wre tehes, though into the truch fleſh 
id blood cannot eater; and though you will not now own the 
4 C2 grace 
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grace of God to be ydur Tedcher, and ſo in that reſpect may be 
called graceleſs ; yet you will one day know, that the grace of 
God which brings Salvation, and would have taught you, did ap- 
pear unto you all; and ſo God will be clear ot all your blood, 
and your deſtruction will be of your ſelves ; and ſo becauſe you 
have not received this manifeſt truth, the grace of God to be 
your Teacher, therefore are you given up to believe lies, azig 
manifeſt, 88 | 

Qu. 9, Thy ninth and next Queſtion is about ordination; 
and chen queries, to what purpoſe did the Apoſtles, Evangeliſts, 
and presbyters ordain Elders in every City with falling, prayer, 
and impoſition of hands, if every perſon that will may run and 
ordinarily preach without any ſich ordination ? And thou ſaiſt, 
you may ſee bow perſons were ſeat fotth to preach in Scripture, 
Act. 13.23. and 14 23. 1 Tim. 4. 14. 

Anſ. To which I ſay, That the purpoſe of God in ordaining 
Elders in every City, as is mentioned in that Ac. 74. 23. was not 
that proud and covetous men, who have a little worldly wif- 
dom only to talk of the letter and wrelt Scripture by, ſhould 


perk up and ſet up themſelves in the place of Gods Elders in 


Cods Church; But that in this Churth by bis Spirit in thoſe 
Elders the body might be edified, and all kept in good order 
amongſt them through love: Minde, this was the Church of 
God which was in God, 1 Theſ,1, 1. the body of Chriſt, fleſhoſ 
bis'fleſh, and bone of his bone, Eph. 5, 23, 24. Not a worldly 
people gathered in the will of man into a vain form without 
the power; not I ſay, the Synagogue. of Satan, who 
denies petſection, and the ſufficiency of Chii!'s Lighe; 

And that there is none knows any thing aright, but by the 
letter, as this Jab Reynolds doth; but the Church of Cod it was, 
who were all taught of God; and the Elders in this Church were 
not brought pp at the worlds ſchools of learning, not called of 
men Maſter, nor Hirelings, not perſecutors of the innocent, u 
the Presbyters of theſe dayes are; but they were holy men ot 
God, of mean account in the world, raiſed up meerly by Gods 
Power out of the Heathenilh and Jewiſh worſhips to know Chrilt 
in Spirit, and his annointing in them which-taught them all 
things; and they were not ſuch as got the Magiſtrate to help 


them to great Livings and fat Benefices, and compel all by bis 
ron 


— 
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lion ſword to come in to them, but they were ſufferers under 78 


0 
f il powers of the world, as we are at this day, 
* t whereas thou ſpeakeſt of every man that is not ſo ordain- 
| elo tuning in his own will orginarily to Preach, thou mailt take 
a that to thy ſelf, and your ſelves, h. never were ordained by 
0 thebbly GhoP, as they were; for when did the holy Gboſt in 
is zun alſemblies ſay,” as in Act. 13. 23. Separat ſuch, and ſuch, 
| fr thework, I have appointed them unto. Nay, nay, you have run 
13 and God never ſent you ; for you never beard his holy voice ar 
s, g time; and cherefore you profit not the people ar all, but 
n, nile them more cunning' to diſpute againſt the truth then they 
id pete before they followed you. 
t, due what Ordination of man had Pau ac his firſt going out to 
to . Preach ? ſee Gal.1, he received not the Goſpel by man, and ſo 
vent not to man, no not to the Apoſtles themſelves for Ordina- 
18 tion and Commiſſion to Preach , but immediately Preached 
ot Chriſt, as many have done, and do at this day, who go under 
if- thereproach of the name Quaker. And ſo God is reforing his 
d Church to its Primitive Purity and Power, to the ſtopping of the 
in mouth, and confounding the wiſdom of all fleſn, whether called 
ile Pope, Cardinals, Biſhops,or Presbyrers, that the true Elderſhip, 
er and Body of Chriſt, to Gods glory may again appear: And 
of what rules and orders are, and ſhall be in this true Church, is bo 
of known to God, and by him manifeſted, and to be manifeſted to 
ly the Body it ſelf, and not to the world; for the world muſt nei- 
ut ther have the right underſtanding, nor management of thoſe 
19 things; no more then they had in choſe dayes, when it was ſaid, 
t; [ſtand not to mans judgement; for the holy annointing mult be 
he Au the Church of God for ever, 
16, O. 10. Thy tenth and next Qyery, is a plain diſcovery of 
re thy dolly, gad of thy manifeſt enmity againſt the fimple appear- 
of wceof truth in any diſcovery ; and though thou ſay, the Scri · 
as ſure is thy rule, yet by it in the leaſt thing thou canſt not endure 
of todetuled, but plain language it felf is thy burthen; and there» 
1s fore thou askelt, how it can be ſaid, that ever Chriſt, or his Apo- 
tilt files; or Patriarchs, ot Prophets, uſed the words Thou and Thee, 


all wheathey never pake Engliſh ? and bow can it be unlawful for 


lp weo uſe the word yo» to each other ? fith the ſame words in 
bit Haren, Greck, and Latin that ſignifie Thou, ſigniſie You in 
y | the 


(23) | 

the ſingulat number alſo, and may be tranſlated You, ad well i; 

Thou; and ſo it ſeems thou ſaiſt, 2 S. 15. 27, 

Anſw. John Reynolds, didſt thou read this Query twice oder 

or didit thou at all conſider hut thou. faid'ſc in it? waseithe; 

the fear of God, or care of thy on credit before thy eye who! 
thou wrieft it > ſutely neither. But thou haſt 5udged'in/thyſc1c 
with thy vain thoughts , that becauſe thou haſe uſed ta bling 
thy poor kearers, and make them believe any thing for truth 
thou ſpeakeſt, or writeſt, therefore it will be ſo with tber: 
Nay, nay, the day is dawned, the Lord hach given his people an 
eye, whereby all covers ate ſeen through; and to this Light thou 
haſt manifeſted as much nakednefs and blindneſs to bein thee, 
as in the groſſeſt of them that ſay Maſs at Kome, or read Com- 
mon- Prayer in Engliſh ; Nay, I do believe many of them would 
be aſhamed to argue thus, as thou doſt; to wit, becauſe Chriſt, 
bis Apoſtles, Patriarchs, and Prophets, did not (peak in the 
| Engliſh tongue, that therefore they uſed not the words Thou und 
Thee: how came the Tranſlators to tranſlate their worde bea 
they ſpeak to a particular perſon, Thou and Thee, and never 
You, 8s may all over Scripture be eaſily found }-thou maiſt as well 
Tay, Chriſe; his Apoſcles, Patriarchs, and Prophets, ſaid nothing 
at all that is recorded in Scripture in the Engliſh tongue, be- 
cauſe they ſpoke not Eng/'/h; ſo the Lord hath catched the wiſe 
in his own craftine(s ; but thou goeſt on, and faiſt the ſame 
words in Hebrew, Greek, , and Latin, that ſigniſie Thou, Ggnife 
You in the ſingular number 5iſo, and may be tranſlated You, 4 
well as Thou; which I ſay, is altogether falſe; for you is not at 
all ſingular, but plural altogecher, and fo the Tranſlators ofthe 
Bible knew and therefore never trat ſlated their ſingular term 
in the forraign language to you in Exgliſp, but Thon and Thee, 
36 is before mentioned; and for that place in 2 Sm. 15. 27. thou 
ſetſe don, and ſaiſt, it ſeems, that Tou is uſed: to a ſingulet 
there, it ſnames thee; for if envy to the truth had not blinded 
thee, thou mighitſt eaſily ſee, that the King ſpeaking to Zadath, 
and ſaying, Tour ſont and yau ſpeaks not of Zadotk and his ſon, bus 
of Zadock, and Abiathar, and their ſons, 2s the very words next 
aſter ; and in ver, 29, plainly ſhew, and ſo here thou haſt com» 
mit ted that great error thy ſelf, that thy generation uſe to 


charge faiſly upon us; to wit, in taking a piece of a Verna 
ems 
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hems to make for thy pur poſe, and leaves out the teſt that ſhews 
fully-the ſenſe. 

der . 32,1 Thy eleventh end next Query is for the world, 
ther where thou under takeſc the part of an Advotate for fleſh ; not 
be only pleading for the honour that is below, but alſo for the 
F ſelt maonerof it. Thy Doctrine is very pleaſant to the ſaln man, 


ind ani the world cannot hate ſuch Preachers as thee ; for ye are 
ruth wtonly of the world, but chief Maſter · builders of the old houſe 
ers: ache faln- Alam, yvhg loves the carchly honour. © But novy 


e an thatChriſt the ſecond Adam is come, the Lord from Heaven 
thou above the earthly man, let all fleſh bovy betore him, and giveup 
lice, lu honour to him; othervviſe this ſhall be ficly applied unto 
Im- yon, that Chriſt ſaid unto the Jevvs , How can jou believe, that 
ould wtonly rrctide, But alſe;ſeek), and plead fur honour, ere of and from 
riſe, wuther { Joh, 5 4+, For Christ received nat boy our from men, ver. 41, 
the So that though thete vvas a time, that Angels vvere bovved un- 
band to, which vvere greater then fleſh, Gen. 19. 1. yet a time came 
oben turgngels denied that honour, R. 9. For now theSan himſelf 
r im glorified; of vrhom it vvas ſaid, Ad {rr all rhy Angels of G 
wel BY b bins, Heb: 1. 6. And at b. Mun hall every knee bow, Phil, 
hing 10. And Chriſt ſaid to the Devil, vvbo vvas like his children, 

be bat yvould novv be vyorſhipped , Thou ſhalt wor ip the Lord thy 
iſe Gul, and binn only ſtalti hon ſi rue: the Devil and Han vvould 


ame le borved unto, but the true Jerv vyill bovv only to God, But 
nie thooquerieſr, and (aiſe. "4 ) 5 | 7 ꝗö 

0,45 0s, Whether did ehe Saints in Scripture · times ſia, in giving 
Jed bonour, that is, (ſaiſt thou) a civel or inferior honour unto 
— erm rg upon occaſion teitiſying the ſame by honorary vvoods 
| * ? 1 ( dil aft „27 

dee, 0 . To which I arifvver and fay, vhat the gaimi ia their 
hou weakneſs before the coming of Chriſt did, is not to be an eam. 
war e to us novy ; but vve mult all novv, that vvould be approved 
ded tChriſe, take him for our example, and to follory no man for 


oth, ourexample, furcheritben they ſoltovved, or ds follovy him, 
ind vrben the Apoſtles ſpeak of honouring all, it muſe be un- 
ow lerſtood (as in ſome place it is mentioned) in the Lords and 
— bar is not vvith cap, and knee, and falſe flattering: titles and 
tures, as the vvorld uſeth; but in bearr, and truth, as the 
Pit of God moveth : ſo that a man muſe firſt be in the — 
| our 


go 
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20 
(ont of the firſt faln falſe minde) otherwiſe he kot hot t 4 
how to bonour either God or man, but is a diſſembling 
main fair ſhews outwardly of love, where rotting dur Nur 
and ſell·lõve is in ci heart: de 2 S420 , 16) 3124 
Thus chudren being in the Lord, do through the Lotd;ho- 
aaa Parents atight; thus ſervants in the Lond, honout ' their 
Maſtemafter the fleſh aright; and ſo Church members the El. 
gens lives ! cheir>busbands; the raled, the Rulers : cm 
they bunour . their daithful brethren aright i and in word il 
men; and ſo the Scripture is ſuffilled in them: but what hd. 
four do theſe faithful ones look for from men ? nay, ny, they 
believe, and ſo ſeek ſor that honour that comes from Godwohly; 
aid ſo the Scripture. will not help the faln man no to his tho 
nout. which is his liſe j but as the Scripture ſaith, - Hy chat w. 
fave lug life, mui leſe it nd ſo all you Hypbcritey of cho word 
uno are giving honour to proud fleſh, and receiving*bonoar 
ſcom it. ceaſe your work, and ſet Chriſt have his due, ur verily 
tic will break'yowall in pieces with his Iron tod. But in the end 
ol thy Query, thy conſcience a little checking thee for this rein 
work, thou wouldſt daab over the mattet, by _ people the 
honour from below,which thou baſt been pleading for, muſt nor 


be in oppoſition · to, but in ſubordination to Gods bonone : Nay, 


bay ſay, the true Chtiſt, the Son of God is come, and all po- 
mer in beiden gude tt ia given to him ; und ſo all honour; 4nd 
glory, and wor ſhi p, his due (and the due bf none elſe)to hom 
de ĩt given of all his Angels and ſervante, both now, and for ever- 
moe t all people hearken and hear a word for your good; 
would ye be honoured then honour the Lord by obeying his 
voice, and he will honoar you in due time, though for doing s 
Will yuuioſe che worlds honour jas a ſſuredly ye will, if once ye be 
faickfaks 3 540 10 4+ 77 
L Qu.. The next. Query conſiſteth of a great boaſtof the 
Nſi nittrys as though it were unrebnkable. And thou querieſt, 
ychether that Manittry kan be lawfully condemned a3 Antichriſli- 
an, which thei Luc owned, and ſealed} with the con yet ion 
b6 many ſouls/? 11 1001! 
A. Fowhbich,1ſay, if your Miniſtry were ſuch as this thun 
ſpeakeſt of, then indeed it were not ſafe to condemn it: Ba 
whectcare theſe Converts thou ſpeakeſt of: to be a Corey 
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be turned from darkaeſs to Light, and from the power of Satan 


8 unt God; bring forth the man that can N cheę to be a 
me Water of che Goſpel this way th: hej give u account 
tn of the true bope, if he have t ia lum : 2 men xautet gal her 
2M fager of thorns, no: figs of. thiſtles ſo thou being ſuch· au evil tree: 
ale thou haſt manifeſted thy (elf inthele Queries to be; how. cam: 
oy true Convert de expected from ſuch a Miniſtry ? but thon 
bm hill its in power c. and chat many ſlabbor a fine have been 
al brought down on co their faces, and to coafeſe that God is in 
kgs you of a truth; But L ſay, it will be hard toc, thes co-bring farth 
hey uch a man; for when 1 uſe to come amongſt you to declate 
aly; uch againſt your deceit, as the Lord ordered me, | jouad a heap 
bo» of hard- hearred ſinners, more like to deſiroy the creature, then 


ould tobe Wit neſſes of truth: O ſhameleſs..men that bring ſorth 
ud, ſuch bad fruit / and yet with a whores, lore / head, dare take the 


_ Scripture which ſpeaks of Prophets in Gods Church in Gods 

rily; power, and apply it to your ſelves, who deny the ſufhciency of 
Chriſts Light in man; and know nothing but meerly by the 

Fain ſetter without, as thou for thy own particular haſt made mani- 

the ſet, and ſo art ſenſual, not having the Spirit, as wa noted in the 

no? third Query. 

ay, lobſerve allo in this preſent twelſth Query, thy ignorance of 


po- thegrace of God; for when thou haſt ſallly boaſted of your Mi- 
4nd nillry what it hath done, thou ſaiſt, Is not this the grace of God 


hom that bringeth Salvation ? 7. 11, . 1 ſay no ; your Miniſtry 
wer- dot being the true, is far from being the grace of God there ſpo- 
WF len of: but if it were the true Miniſtry, it were not that grace 
ha chere ſpoken of; for the true Miniſtry is but a ſervice to that 
g ace, not the grace it ſell ; for the grace of God is that which 


appeared unto all meg, and that which brought falvation 
wand Gentile, as Gods gift without words or works, and 


* the bh was che teacher of the Apoliles ;themſelyes , as well as 
iel, u: And ſo when people would have been ſetting up Pant 
ii V Miniſtries ſake, he denied it, ee in compariſon of 
ion „andiehe Word thereof, to 


luſticiency ol the grace, of 
which only at belt he was bar van But if jt could be ma- 
it, that any under ot amonglt you were convinced of the evil 
[their waies in ſome meaſure : and ſo in their dark minds ſee 
pou a [eekingafter the unkaowa Fd, or ſo, which js che molt 
e 


can 


83 


| (22) 
can be found amongſt you, and the: rarely neither; this is 96 
werraat ener ſor them to tay with you who are ignorant of 
che our of f unte Odd, neither i it any provi for yowto 
be Goſpel=Miniſters, nor y⁰ο nt ry to br a Goſpel 'Minifthy. 
For'the Goſpel-Miniſtry it not onty convincing, bat converting 
and perfecting, Epbeſ. 4. u, 12.13. which work ye have utter 
denied, and ſo ſnut out your ſelves for ever from the Gofpel- 
Miniſtty ; and smongſt the Priefts of the letter, Lv at belt mult 
you be-reckoned; which made nothing perfect; and henceitis 
thar you are fucty bitter enemies to the Spiritual Miniftration, ot 
new Covenant mentioned Rev 8. Aud ſuch ear neſt contenders 
for the outward ſhadows, outward Law, Tithes, Temples, Diyes, 
Prieſts,” C. as is now everywhere fornd. Fut for che tue po- 
wer and Goſpel· Miiſtration, it is tiſen ibove all your languapes 
and tongues, and bach darkened the glory of all your fleſhly 
forms and likeneſles; And che babes of God are in obedience to 
God turned, and turning from you unto this his Power that per- 
fect to God for ever: and Pharoah and all his hoſt will not now 
be able to hinder praiſes to the Lord God for ever, 

Os. 13. In this next Query thou goelt on ſeeking falſe co- 
vers to hide thine and your nakedneſs, asking how can the Gus 
kers condemn your Congregations, becauſe of ſome wicked un- 
profitable hearers, when Chriſt himſelf (ſaiſt thou) did not cos 
vert all his hearers ? ard for this thou bringeſt, Mr. 11 20, and 
Mu. 23.37. and I/ A9. . I ſay; all this will not cover your nak- 
edneſs, oh ye Teachers, nor your Congregarions ; for whar have 
you to do to compare your ſclves with Chriſt and his holy Pro- 
phets ? you that deny the immediate revelations and teachings 
of Godvinfallible Spirit in theſe daies, and inſtead thereof, ſet up 
ſchook of humane learning to make Miniſcers by. O Hy | 
erites, when wilf yd ge ver 1 the right waies d 
Lord, and leafy the blinde into the ditch ? You that love to 
called of men Maſter, greetings in the Market, uppetmoſt rooms 
at Feaſes chief ; 99 t the Phariſees did, all 
which Chriſc irs Whit kae to d to compre 
ſelves wich Chtife and bis Prophet? They are not Hi 
and Fighters, and Pleaters for che worlds ching: as you are; 
And fo *. * that heard the outward declaration, or found 
of Chriſt, or di Prophets words ere not converted, yet Thur 
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mokes nothing for you, who have only a ſound, and ſo corvert 
gone to God: But as I ſ:id before, beger them into your own 
Images, making them more ahle to diſpute sgainſt the life of 
truth then ſome others, and ſo greater v ill be your condemna- 
tion: Eut now your ſheeps clothing being pul'd off, the Lord will 


; heglorified in his Power in the converſion of many to kim ſelſ 
without you: for be hath rejected your confidence, and laid 
N naſte your mountain, and the mountain of the Lords houſe is on 


of all your mountains in this great day of the Lord, wherein 

all the children of the Lord are taught of the Lord, and walk on- 
in his Light, which comprehends and teaches to avoid all the 
cunning crafty waies of the Serpent; and now not in your Con- 
, pregations, but in that holy Aſſembly is be ſwords beaten into 
Howſh ar es,4nd the ſpears into pruning hooks, and no war any more learn 


ly ed, but under the vine and ſig tree all fit eating their pleaſant fruits, 

to uta ing the cup of Salvation and both praying unto and praiſing 

it. the name of the Lord, 

* But thou ſaiſt we have drunkards, fornicaters, &c. amongſt 
was well as you, and that they are with us at our prayers ( if we 

05 have any) and that they are not ſo ſeverely dealt withall as 

* yours are ; for thou ſaiſt ſome of yours caſt them out which we 


do not. 

Anſ. Yea thou falſe accuſer, ſuch are caſt ont from us, and 
" from the Church of God for ever, and with us they can neither 
eat nor pray, but with ſuch as are ignorant of Chriſt and the 
ſulticiency of his Light, and know no light nor teacher but n 
letter without (as ti ou haſt manifeſted. in thy Qaeries)they may 
both eat, and preach, and pray; and wher you caſe out drun- 
kards and fornicators from amongſc you, you muſt caſt out your 
elves, for in that nature you and all Hypocrites are; and ſo 
lome of you are drunk with wine and ſtrong drink, and ſome 
neh the cap of the great Whore, ſome in the outward fornice- 
tions; others in the inzrard, and ſome in both; ſo that all cables 
we full of vomit, and every bed defiled amongſc you, And for 
the out ward drunkards and Harlots, and ſuch like (though we 
cannot but reprove and caſt them out in that ſtare ) yet this we 
yy ef them, that they may ſooner enter into the Kingdom of 


und Godthen you thee judge your ſelyes free and are not; for you 
that wi printed and conceiced, het it is rafter for a Camel to go 
alt * D 2 through 


(24 ; 
throwgh the che ef A needle; then for you to enter in, and this mates 
your wound more uncurable;for you neither enter.in your ſelves 
nor (offer others. 

And for thoſe words in thy Parentheſis, whereby thou queſti- 
oneſt wh:cher we have any prayer amonglt us, ſhows thee to bea 
great ſtranger to us and our practice; for prayer with the Spi- 
ric. and with underſtanding, we allo 32nd are taught to practice, 
and ſay with the Apolile, Pray contiynally; but the wicked Hy po- 
crites the Lord tejects, whole prayers to God are abomination; 
and ſo it would have become thee to have ſaid leſs of us, and to 
baye judged more ſoberly and moderately of us, untill thou hadit 
kaown us bettet then thau haſt done; for thou haſt little know- 
ledge of os it ſeemꝭ by coming into our aſſemblies, but only 
judgeſt by hear-ſay, and falſe reports, which brings thee under 
condemnation and ſhame, when the Light now fearcheth all 
things ; but your waies and practices are well known to ſuch as 
are no come from amongſt you, and ſo in that they cannot be 
deceived, And now jobs Repnol di, to proceed, I ſee much of the 
wiſdom of God in bringing thee forth thus to manifeſt thy ſelf 
in thy Queries; and the next three Queries that follow, do 
with thole already mentioned, fully manifeſt thy great ignorance 
of the reformation of things brought to paſs in Chrilt ; for the 
Law had but a ſhadow oithe good things, and yet thou ſlickeſt 
not to plead for it; and ſo thou hadſt need learn the firſt priu- 
ciples of Chriſtian Religion, which thou remaineſt ignorant of, 
before thou be a Chriſiian thy (elf, much more ſeeing thou takelt 

upon thee to be a teacher of others; bur to ſet down thy Que- 
ries themſelves.or ſo much of them as is the ſubſtance of the 
whole : 

Os, 14. And thy fourteenth Query is, Had not the Saints in 
Scripture · times their ſer places for publick worſhip as well as we? 
had they not their Temple, 1 Chren. 6, which Chrilt colls his Ftv 
chers houſg;of prayer, and whips the buyers and ſellers out oſ 
it? cc | 


— 
Rr 


A. To which Lanſwer, you have indeed an outward Tem- 
ple or houſe made with hands to worſhip in of your own-de- 
viſing, the old :Pqpiſb Maſs-houſe, and ſo cannot be called the 
Father houſe of,prayer ſo well ac the Jows a for the Tewple 
at feruſalem was made by Gods appointment for the outwatd 

CLICyM* 
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Feamciſion to worſhip in during the Law as a figure of Chriſts 


es 
e bay to be manifeſted, and therefore he whipt buyers and ſel- 
lery then out of the figure, as he doth now out of the ſubſtance 

li- baryon have not only the enemies nature in you, but you have 
ea brought forth his work into open view in your outward Tem- 
i- en alſo which were never built by Gods command, and ſo 
ce, there is buying and ſelling amongſt you as was amongſt them, as 
0» every eye ſeeth: for there you men, made Prielts, ſell words, the 
nz words out of dead books to the people, and they give you their 
to money, glebe-lands,and tithes for them: O filthy merchandiſe! 
dit the Lord hath ſhaken his hand at your diſhoneſt gain, andis 
1 whipping out ſuch Merchants by his powerful truth out of his 
ly houſe; and your dead works which you ſell at ſo dear a rate in 
der your ſtone-houſes which you call Churches, ſhall no childe of 
all Light ever buy of you: for the true bread of God his free giſt is 
1 as now witneſſed, praiſes for ever: One fort of the Merchanc- 
be Priefis ſell their Sermons and Mals to the people for money, an- 
the other ſore their Common-Prayer and Sermons, and the third 
ſelf their Sermons and Directory. 

do And thou John Reynolds, pleadeſt alſo for Synagogues and pul- 
uce ps, and when thou haſt ſet down Scriptures that tell of the 
the Jewiſh Temple,Synagogues,and Pulpit , thou askeſt if Chriſt and 
kelt bis Apoſtles did not reſort to theſe places to inſtruct the people? 
in- to which I anſwer, firſt, That whillt the Jewiſh people ſtood, 
0h, Chriſt and his Apoſtles did ſometimes go. into their Temple and 
Kelt Synagogues to Preach the Goſpel of the Kingdom, and ſo an 
ue- end of choſe things, and to bring them out of theſe things which 


the theyand you ſo much dote on and plead for ; But they did ne- 

ver command Chriſtians to build ſuch amongſt them, but told 
Sin them their bodies were the Temples of God, 1 Cor. 3. and that 
we! thoſe that abode in the Faith, wete the houſe of God, Heb. a2. And 
theſe Chriſtians never confined themſelves or others to any cer- 
uin or ſet place for the exerciſc of their conſcience in the wor- 
ſup of God, but met everywhere as the Lord Jeſus and his Apo- 
tle did; much leſs did they ſtit up the Magiſtrate, and drive the 
Jews out of their Temple and Synagogues , and the Gentiles out 
oftheirs, that ſo they might creep into their houſes, and under 
mother fotm of warſhip live upon the Jewiſh, Prieſts ciches, 
4ſringe;. Cc, nor upon, che maintenance of the 9 
21 rieits 
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Prieſts of Diana and the like Idols; a5 you O Proteſtant Prieſts 
to the ſhame of your ptoſeſſion have done and do at this day : 
what have you driven the Papiſts out of their Maſs-houſes, and 
do live upon their Frieſts maintainance of Tithes, Glebelands, 
Smoke-money, Garden-pence, Hand-mon:y, and their reſt of 
their fooliſh things? What cannot a man be born, marry, live, 
nor die, but you muſt have money for it? O horrible and filchy 
thing! ſtop your mouths for ever, for your ſolly is manifeſt ta 
all, and you can proceed no further; And ſo you Prieſts of the 
laſe order called Presbyters, did not you drive out the Prelates 
out of their houſes which they had gotten from the Papiſes, and 
there you ſate down feeding upon tbe ſpoil of the people as your 
Fathers had done, and now think much that you are driven out 
again ? and thus you fight with and drive out one another like 
wilde beaſts, ſtriving each of you to get power of others tobe 
great in the earth, and do what you will in your fat paſtures, 
But as I ſaid, the Lord is ariſen to whip you all out and to pull 
down your neſts, and to reſcore all things to their primitive pus 
rity, as in the beginning before the 1] emples, Tiches, Pulpits, and 
ſuch things were. 

Secondly, I conſi er, that though I read that Chriſt and his 
Apoltles went amongſt the people in their Temple and Syne- 
gogues, as we do at this day, to preach the end of theſe things, 
and ſo to bring people to the Word that was in the beginning 
before all things, that the worſhip might be in Spirit and Truth 
as it ought to be, Joh, 4, Yet] never read, that either Chriſt or 
his Apoſtles got up into their Pulpit, nor ever commanded his to 
peark up into a Pulpit of wood over the people as a Maſter ofs 
Synagopue, to tell his thoughts of the letter as you'do : for 
though Exzraa Prieſt of the Law had his Pulpit of wood to read 
or expound the letter in, in thoſe daies before the life was m- 
nifeſt ; Vet now the Life Chriſt Jeſus is ariſen,whoſe voice in the 
heart and in all places is to be beard, without a Pulpit, and with- 
out money, and without price; and the Apoſtles preached this 
Goſpel in Towns and Country, where neither Temple, Synt 
gogue, nor Pulpit was, but tumults rather; and ſo the Golpelis 
not a thing that will ſet up its ſervants in worldly bonout and 
eſteem; but indeed the contrary, which be that bath an ear may 
hear, but the wicked is ſo proud in beart, that neither Preacher 
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ur Profeſſor amongſt them will Roop to the fimplicity of 


d | "Thenext thing confiderablein this Querie ingby rwiſting and 
ls, ſtriving to keep up the honour of the old Maſſe-houſe;bowever, 
of Fir de but a name, chough it want the nature, yet if thou canſt 
ler ſine that, thou thinkeſt better that then nothing ; and ſayeſt, 
by What though the Saints of God are called the Church? yet that 
* cannot hinder the Houſe where the Chuech meets, from being 
he alted a Church;a profound Reaſoning: What is this the fruit of 
(es qour etyed up Univerſities ? what muſt every Place where any 
nd people meet, be called by the name of that people? what Logick 
on this? ſurely the wiſdome of the World makes haſte into its 
ut nothing again; God is utterly confounding it. Do you call the 
ike place where the Parliament or Privy Council ſit, the Parliament, 
de of Privy Council? Do you call a barne, or ſuch mean place, 
&, where the Saints of God now a dayes often meet, by the name of 
ull church ? If we ſhould reaſon for the Places where we meet 
Pu uon do for yours, ſurely you would laugh at us, and might 


ind then well call us filly Women and Seducets indeed. 

Bat to go on, thou bringſt a Scripture is though thou wouldſt 
prove the thing, and itis Att; 19.37, but the place being well 
weighed ſha mes thee more; for the words in that place are the 
worde of a Town-Clerk, a Worſhipper of Idols, and they are 
theſe;For you have brought lut her theſe men, mit h are xeuber robbers 
if Chivches, ( as K. am Tranſlitors of the Bible have it, but 
inthe Tranſlation of the Bible by Sea, it is, Tow have brought 
bither theſe men which have neuther commuted ſacriledgeguor &c. If 
Pail bad ſpoken to him or others, and called a Scone-houſe a 
Gorch as ye do, it had been ſomething to the purpoſe; but the 
Heathen ſpeaking there of ſacriledge, improperly tranſlated r- 
lug if Churches, can neither be underſtood to ſpeak of a Chriſtian 
bh wor the place where they aſſemble; for the covetous 
mdidolatrous Copperſmith and his rude fellows mutter d little 
whit Pan / had done to theſe 3 but this Sacriledge, whatever it 
we, it muſt needs reſpect ſomerbing that the Heathen had in 
reit efteem:buc thou bringing this to prove that a houſe may be 
alked u Chut eh betauſe ofthe Church that may meet in it, is no- 

it all to the purpoſe 3 for thou wilt not ſay, ĩts like that the 
withippers of Diana wert the Church; for he that runs withene 
| igb, 


(25) 

ht moſt needs Humble, if not fall of eg. So 7. R. walk moge 
ſoberly and take ſome light along with thee when thou haſt to 
do in ſuch things. | T 

ITben the laſt thing in this thy Quere is a ſecret conſeſſion ot 

a weak nelle of thy own Arguments in this matter; and thou 

ſayſt, What though the Worſhip of God be not ſo tyed to any 

place, as formerly? yet there ſhould be convenient Places for the 

Church to meet in. | | 

Anxſ, lanſwer, The, Worſhip of God now is not tyed to any 
ſer place at all, and ſo all your ſer Places that you plead for are in 
the will of man: and the true Church God both hath and will 
order it, and provide convenient Places for it to meet ip, though 
the World cannot affordit on earth a place to be in at all. And for 
that thou concludeſt and ſayeſt, What though our Churches 
bave been formerly abuſed to Idolatry ? fo were the Temples 
and Synagogues abuſed to Idolatrous and ſuperſtitious worſhip, 
yet nevertheleſſe did Chriſt and his Apoſtles make uſe of them 
I anſwer, What uſe Chriſt and his Apoſtles made of the Temple 
and Synagogues of the Jews is in part before declared; Towhich 
this may be added; 

As for Chriſt, he was according to the fleſh, of the Jens, made 
under the Law, and ſo he was to cleanſe the Temple, a figuregf 
bis body, ar d fulfill the reſt of the Laws ſhidows and Cultgms, 
and ſo end all, and through the Goſpel bring life and immorry)- 
lity to light » and to conſecrate the new and living way 'theouph 
the death of all old things; for he nailed them all to his Croſſe, 
and they dyed with him; but he aroſe from the dead, and tot 
to bring up the old dead things again, as thou 7, x. and ti 
generation wand. harte, but to mate all things new 3 for {aith 
be tat ſiteth on chozabrone, Bebo/d,/ mah All things vew, Revel, 
04.3. glory to his for ever but none can ſee God in bis 

| theone,but in the light that comes immediately from him. wich 
þ Kybreth every man that cometh into the world ; which the Worlds b 
* builders.did alwayes deny aadrejett, as heydnt his day: And sfor 
4 tot the uſe tbe A poſtlet made of the Temple or Synagogucy of their 
„ The Jes, it lun as is formerly ſet downy! t@ tesſon with them of 
there of things pertaining to the Ki of God, the Jews, L 

not the Chriſtians, being aſſem there; as the ſer vante o 
Den called by the World Quakers do gt this day; ny 
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71 th chen and do from the Chadbws unto the lubGance 
f'[efus, whO hath faid of his body, Dyſrey this tempie, ad d 
build it agi in three dayes : and ſo the theee dayes being 
we nf ed, the Temple that i holy was: built again, and 
warthipped and gloryſied in ir, but nothing mat deblerb 
of loves a lie can enter into, or be joy ned unto it 3 But the Jews 
wire more res ſonable in one thing than yon Prieſts. of Exgland 
ne, for they ſuffered Paul it ſeems to reaſon with them ſeveral 
of their Sabbarh dayes in their Aſſeniblies, quiedy ; but now, 
if any come -among!t you upon che like: acconnt that 
Pal did, its hard for ſuch to efcapeyour ſarious bands, or a 
Priſon in theſe dayes : Whereby it appears your time is but 
ſhort, you are ſo unreaſonable and full of rage, 

Bat che uſe that thoſe Goſpel-Minitters the Apoſiles made of 
the Jewiſh Synagogues, will nor ſut te yout turnis O Pariſh Ma- 
lem; for unleſſe you mey have them in ydur oungiſgogrs 
bring the world into them, to call yau Matter, timo 

mouths, it will not anſwer yeur luft fall minde 1 and fo 
1 with you that have pur the name of Chuceh and. aints 
he wüde World, v gen Mone - hbule ſaſhiamed bd Pease 
Tewple, with an addition of un high ſterple (Bebi Mee) with 
bells in ir, ſeems moſt cbnvenient þthooghy it wan not ontly 
theſed to, but even built for Idolstry ſo: much.: But for the 
| Wille Flock of Cheiſt in Cities, Tuns, and Villages, s leſſe houſe 
nen they need one, will be as muchʒ it not mutt convenient : 
Ad to tonelade, weren chou intimateſt, tlat your greit lions 
pues which thou calleſt Churches, though formerly uſed to 
Wolatry, yet now they axe tree; 1 ſay, thou wilt want proof for 
this, fo long as you contimme in the worſhiping end ſerving ot 
erearaces ; C and Poul? Docttine continues true, which ſaich, 
Coperauſneft rr (do{atry: and unleſſe you repent and bring elcaner 
welles into your Temple then you do. 90 
215. Thy 14% Ouerie mas for ſet Places, now this the 1575 
ſor ſet Times; and thou askeft, Had not the Saints in Scriptute 
er er Times for Pablick Worſhip as well as ve 
/ Yea; Fay, the Suit mongii the Jews bad cheir ſer times 
{thei Worſhip better thoa you fr they were under the Law, 
ii chat was their warrine'; but you are neither uader Law oor 
in truth, but only carnal Imitators in your will}, lome- 


ties of the one cuſtoms, and lomerimes: of the other, as your 
E - 


anto ; and ſo for this I ſay, love ihe life which Chriſt hach 
lighted you withall, and it will lead you to Repentance from jj 
your. vain bbſervings's und in the light war, that | 
Spirit you may krlowandirective to teach you, and lead you in- 
to all truth according to the promiſe; and ſo wait in the Light 
that lets you-ſee yourwants,that's the holy place, and wait there 
for him in his fear, that comes in his own, not mans time; and 
de not as the Heathens; that think to be heard for cheir much 
wording of it, nor ſpread abroad che fails of your vain imaging, 
tions, when yon pray as the Hypoctices do, leſt Saran rang. 
formed carry you aboac,and fall you with the winde of his frothy 
ſpirit, making you believe you pray with Gods Spirit, when it u 
bis own lying ſpirit, as bis cuſtom is amonglt you to work, 
2. —＋— having ſpear thy ſtcength in pleading for 
your'{ce/phacre and times in imnatien of the Jews, thou go on 
in this Cuery, endes vour ing to prove your work on theſe times, 
in thoſe plati from the likeneſs of them, to theirs then, And 
thus as yon do: ſo do the Papiſts for their cuſtoms, for thy ge- 
ſoa · ds thou doeſl = Fr hd not Aha Jeu ſay they, a Temple, 
and Syflagogues'? ſo we; bat! net the one high Prieſt. lo ve, 
who is calted Pope; bad not they en Altar, and Sacrifice var- 
ward) ſo we bad not they their fer Fafts, and Mulick in ther 
- Temples, aud Quiriſters, and 1 ither,) and Offerings, and ſuch 
things d and ſo bave wr, ſay they : So ſaith 7obn,Rezmoids here in 
this preſent: fix trenth Query i - Had, nat the Sainte in former 
times the grriptures reid in their Congregations,, AG, 151. 
Luke 4. 16. and ſometimes expounded, Veh. 8 7, . and prayed 
there, ver. 6. and finging Davids Plalms there, 1 Chron, 1 6.7 l. Kt. 
and bleſſing the people in the Name of the Lord? Vn. 6. 23 Kc, 
Well, this was ſounder the Law, but what wilt thou infer from 
this, that you may continue the cuſtoms of the Jews in ſuch 
things; that follow not, unleſs you will deny che aſcention of 
Chrih, Eph. 4. ſrom the 8. eo 17. for the Jews were under the 
Law, and ſo they had a wordly Sanfiygry,and, a Worldly ſervice, 
with divers ordidances of; that naturg, pot] chetime of refor- 
mation by Chriſt caiſed up and com n «nd chen 
ſayes God, Behold I make all things new, and fo be that isin 
Chrili is a new creature 3/ old things paſſed agay,all things be- 
Tos come 


2 
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ſelf-willed and ſeli-· ended bearti in your blindneſſe prompts gay. 
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br tome new z de Tem ple, new Offerings and fervice, new Prayers, 
Ul gingings, Preachings, which no worldly mun can ger into, bur 
ol with che holy Spirit and anderftanding: But thou briaget 


in- frreral places out of the writings of the Apoſtles, and Lube, as in 
Mts, Corinthians, and Hebrews, to prove that the Apoſtles and 
ere dunte uſed praying, preaching Pſalms, and bleffing amongſt 


ind them. Yea, but what is that to you, that deny that᷑ infallible 
uch $pirit of God to de head in you that guided them; and ſo get 
na» the worlds wiſdom, act, and helps inſtead thereof, to make you 
inf Miniflers and Saints by. You have indeed in ſome things a 
thy form of their works, but the Power being found not only want- 
it u ing amonęſt you, but denyed by you ; the children of Light ate 


neceſſitated to turn away from you, and thus to witneſs apainſe 


oo, 

ion f But thou ſaiſt, Chriſt did not only read the lettet in the Jews 
es, ynagogues, but allo preached from a Text ofit: To which [ 
And anſwer, For bis reading, he did it upon account of being a Jew, 
res- to falfill all char righteouſoeſs of the Law in bis day till his offer - 

| ing up; but that be preached from a Text, as you Prieſcs do, 1 
we atefly deny. For his doing at that time was only this; He 
dat being reading in the Prophet, as is mentioned in that fourth of 
their Inks, and in providence. meeting with that place, which ſaid, 
ſuch The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for he hath atmointed me to preach 
rein the Goſpel, he hath ſent me to heal the brokes bearted, &c, And the 
mer it of the Lord ariſing in him in Life and Power, and Wit- 
21. hefſiog in frim to the fulfilling of that Scripture in himſelf, he was 
ayed overcome with love and glory, and ſo cloſed the book, and gave 


Kt. taggin to the ſervant, and ſate down : and fo the eyes of the 
c. people were faſtened on him through admiration, and raviſh- 
rom ments of love, and Spitit that was upon him; and ſo as that 


fuch ing Spirit gave him uttetance in the ſilence of all ;; he ſpoke 
of tthem, and preached in many gracious words the fulfilling of 
| the = deripture in their ears,ot that day:and this was Chriſts doing 
vice, tere. 


for- "But O you poor naked teachers of England | &, What have 
tben ou to do to boaſt of this example for warranting your practice: 
it in was no choofing a Verſe ina Chapter in the will of man, 
be- which you thinł · you can raiſe moſt words from, and ſo conſult 


your own imaginations and old ruſty books, how you may 
{+ E 2 raiſe 
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raiſe an hours-diſcaaeſe, or fo, from it, and ſo divine to pleas | 
the icching ears of carnal profeſſors, chat they may give yog 
outward Honour, Glebe-lands, Tiches, Augmentations, Eaſter. | 
recxonings and the like, to pleaſe your luſts; and if need be to 
light for yon, and lay their ſword and Law gpon all that will not 
hold you up; uad cry peace to you: O Hypocrites / how hat f 
you deceived the poor people with your long wreſtings of Seri- f 

þ 

d 

c 


ptures ? but now that the Spirit ot truth is come it is leadi 
us into all truth without your help, praiſed be the Lord for 
ever. 

And ſo for Chriſc his expounding out of ſes and the Pro. 
phets, and opening the underſtanding of the Diſciples to know g 
the Scripture mentioned, Luk, 24, And Pauls expounding and 0 
reſtifying of the Kingdom of God, and perſwading the Jews in 
concerning Jeſus, both out of the Law of Moſes, and out ofthe lo 
Propbers, mentioned, A; 28. is nothing to you, who nou- 10 
a-daies, inſtead of teſtifying to the Kingdom of God, and oper» 
ing the underſtanding to know Scriptures, and the Light of the b 
world, which they witneſſed unto, do teſtiſie of this world, th 
pleading for your carnal ordinances, ſet places, ſet times, bos gt 
ing one to another, and the like, as is manifeſt in theſe Queries; 
and ſo inſtead of opening, ſhut up the Kingdom of bea ven again Ch 
men; and ſowith- thoſe of old, will neither enter into the an 
Kingdom of God your ſelves, nor ſuffer others z,'but are under Gh 
the wo; as you and the people may read all-a-longin Mat-24, M, 
And for ſinging of Pſalms, ir doth not ſay, that the Saints ung IF ' er 
the very words of David, and no other, and that in Rhime and tho 
Meeter,in wor'dly tunes, after mens inventions, or with Organs, file 
or ſo: But they ſung as the Spirit gave them utterance in plain 
words, as thou mayett read in At: 4.24 &c. Which thou bringeſt 
for finging, if that may be called ſinging: This was a ſong by 
the perſecuted, not the perſecutors, which in the perſecuted 
Church of God at this day is often ſung, worthy conſideration, 
but a ſhame for all perſecuting Prieſts and profeſſors to tike 
theſe words into their mouths : And the ſame Apoſile in that 
place, 1'Cer-14,26. that ſaith, every one hath a Pſalm, ſaith, 
1 will ſing with the Spirit and with underſtanding ; So then u Plain 
waia gift of the Spirit, ſpoken forth from the underſtanding to 
the edifying of the hearet, and they were to be ſilent mon 


. 
| f (33) . * 
was exerciſed as well as others; but your confuſed noiſes 
ind Temple-ſongs, is but as howling in Gods ears, and his chil- 
. drens earh-in this day; for there the proud end ſcornfal ſing 


Aly, and ſay, chat they are not proud and ſcornful, beczufe 


David ſaid ſo, Pſal. 131. and fo with, and amongſt you is Davids 
10 palms in word uſed, but the holy life and innocent love that he 
i lived in utterly, in deeds denied; and ſo the Lord can take no 
ng pleafare in you. ; 
on And for that Scripture thou bringeſt of Aaron and his ſons 
Veffing the tribes of Iſrael in the Name of God; And Pauls 
0- commending of the Churches in the cloſure of his Epiltles to the 
* grace of God, or ſo, makes as little for your cuſtomary bleſſings 
nd of, and ſpeaking peace to the wicked for ſelf- ends, as the Preach- 
Ws ing of Chriſt doth for your daubing and divining for money; 
the lot you are neither of Arent order, nor of Chriſts annointing_ 4 
u- aid ſo waſh you, and make you clean, putting away the evil of 
et doings, and God will blefs you, but not otherwiſe; and 
the — will it be for you to have the loweſt place in that blefſing, 
ld, then-'the uppermo room where you ſtand in the curſed 


"Os, 87. Thy ſeventeenth and next Query is,: Hath not 
ink Chriſt Jeſus ſent out his Miniſters to Diſciple him all Nations, 
the and to Baptize chem in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
der Ghoſt, and promiſed to be with them to the end of the world? 
23 Matth 28.19, 20. Is not that Baptiſm with water? And having 
ung ſet down lome Scriptures that ſpeaks of waſhing with water, 
and thou crieſt, are not they then contrary to Chriſt and his Apo- 
ans, flesthar deny water Baptiſm? 

lain Asſ, To which I anſwer, That ell this if it were granted thee, 
geſt wnothing at all to thine and thy brethrens practice, who take 
g by here water and ſprinkle it on a childs face, calling it Chriſts 
uted Biptiſme ; for there was Diſcipling, and confeſſing of faith, and 
tion, the holy Gholt before Baptizing, which cannot groundedly by 
take you be ſaid of Infants of a day old or fo ; and this thou ſaweſt, 
that which made thee fo buſie in the words of that Query there fol- 
aith, lowing to prove Infants ſprinkling : And firſt, Thon goeſt about 
5 it, dy ſaying the Seripture intimates, that the children 
of delieving Parents ate Diſciples, 44, 15,10, I ſay to the chil- 
(ren of Light, this Scripture intimates no ſuch thing at * bor 
" plainly, 


U 


84 


4. - 
plainly holds forth the contrary , ' for the words there art; 
Why tempt ye God to pat a yolze npox the Diſciples necks, which ntither 
eur Fathers nor we were able to bear ? Now theſe Diſciples here 
ſpoken of, were not natural Infants, but grown men, 'Chrifiſan 
believers, as the firſt, and the twenty third; and twenty fourth 
Verſes of that ſame fitteenth Chapter do plainly ſhow; and ſo 
if thon had(t not been a blinde follower of the blinde guide 
Richard Baxter, whoſe abominable Argument this is, thou would? 
not it's like have offered to bring this for this purpoſe, far it 
ſhames you all for ever: But this Argument being too weak for 
thee, thou endeavoureſt by another Argument, as little tothe 
pur poſe, to prove the natural Infants ſubjects of water Baptiſm, 
becauſe, ſayeſt thou, they have received the holy Ghott, or 
elſe, how could the Kingdom of God confiſt of ſuch? To this l 
anſwer and ſay, How if Chriſt had taken a little Lamb, or Dove, 
and ſet it before them that was ſtriving to be great, and had 
ſaid, Except ye receive the Kingdom of God as this little Lamb 
or Dove, yea cannot enter ir, ſor of ſuch is the Kingdom of 
God, would it therefore have followed, that the Lamb or Dove 
bad received the holy Ghoſt ? But which of the natural Infants 
which you ſprinkle hath: the holy Ghoſt ? and which not? how 
come ye to ſee this difference? or you will ſay, that all ha vet; 
if ſo, then may people have the holy Ghoſt ordinarily by ba- 
tural birth, without hearing ; then where is your great glory- 
ing of your words or Sermons? But to proceed, thou ſaift, Can 
we imagine that God will give them the Kingdom, and deny 
them water-Bapciſm? 1 anſwer, God will give the Kingdom of 
Heaven to whom it belongeth, and it conſiſts not in onward 
obſeryation or waſhings, as dippirg, or ſprinkling, of ſo, bat in 
rightsouſncle, peace, and joy in the holy Ghoſt: And thou 
that wich the Papiſts attributes ſo much to Water-Bapuſm, 
bow comes it to pals, that after all your ſprinkling the children; 
as they grow up in years, they grow up in ſo much wickedne(s 
and vanity, as is everywhere manifeſt ? And as concerning chi- 
dren of believing Patents, we deny them to be believers that hate 
the Light, and believe not in it, but ſay it is inſufficient, as beſote 
is declared. But as ſor that Mat. 28. which thou and chy ber 
thren uſually bring for your cuſtom of Preaching and Sprinkling 


of Inſants; Iſaꝝ it makes nothing for you, who ſit down in a 
4 
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fat benefice or other, as times fayour you, and there divine from 


' the letter, as is ſaid, an hours diſcourſe or two in a week, or ſo, 
* tothe people for money; Why go you not into all Nations as 
= they. did; and Diſciple the Tucks and Indians, if you will be war- 
h ranted by this Scripture? but whereas you take the Apoſtles for 
10 your example, I query firſt, When did ever the Apoſtles go to 
le the Schools of the World fo many years to be made Miniſters ? 
10 Did erer the Apoſtles ſeek to the Magiſtrates co compell people 
ie to pay them wages as you do, or compell people by their ſword 
* to conform to Chriſtian Doctrine? or when did they ſpriakle 
de lofants, receive Tithes of the people, or ſing Davids prayers, 
n, quikings in Rime and Meeter as you do? when were they called 
or Maſter as you are? and many the like things, wherein you differ 
i u much from the Apoſtles, as Darkneſſe from Light, whereby 
e you ſhow your ſelves to be guided by a contrary Spirit, (to wit) 
ad the ſpirit of Errour : ſo for ever be ſilent, and ſtop your mouths, 
nb for you are both out of the Apoſtles Doctrine and practice, as 
of your:fruics make you manifeſt, 

ne Ms 18. Thy Eighteenth: Querie it, concerning the Supper: 
ts ini thou as keſt, Hath not Chriſt Jeſus given us his own Example 
"= for the celebrating of his {a/t Supper? And hath not the Apolile 
1 Pabl delivered it to the Church, and commanded the Saints to 
* doit in remembrance of Chriſt, and thereby to ſhew forth the Lords 
y- death till be come again ? 

an Au. The Lords Supper we own; for Behold I ſtand at the door 
ny ad kyock,, (aich Chrilt , a»d if any man hear my voice, and ojen to 
of me, I will come in and (up with him, and he with me: and for the 
rd Doctrine of Chriſt, his eating and drinking with his Diſciples, ſo 
in we omn it ia its place, and for ics time: But what is that to you 
00 bo are both out of the Doctrine and Practice of the Apoſtles? 
m, u by your fruits is maruſeſt : And [o you cat and drink wnworthily, 
” md thereby are guilty of the body and blood of Chriit ,, and ſo eat and 
elt Sink damnation to your ſelves, and do not diſcern the Lords body : 
Nile Andſo in wit ne ſſi g againſt you and your practices in this ſtate, 
a6 F#e-neicher vilifie men nor Jeſus Chrilt, And thou ſayeſt, What 
"Ie $funpretence is it to ſay; We eat Chrilt ſpiritually ? I ſay, it is 
res Wn, it it be but in prerence but if it be in truth, it is the 
ing teſt thing that is, tor it is Eternal life; and he that thus: 
me del upon Chriſts body, is alive to Cod: But you in all your 


other 
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othe r eating and drinkings,are dead whilelt you lire: And io of 
you that would keep people alwayes io the Figures and Signes, 
ſaying, The coming of Chriſt, ſpoken of 1 Cor. 11.26, ver, is never 
to be witneffed here: I demand, Whether that Cup, vbich ibe 
Apoſtle ſaid, The capof bleſſing which we bleſſe, is it uot tie um 
nion of the blood of Chrift 3 And the bread which we break," is i ma 
the communion of the body of Chriſt. For we being many are ne body, 
and one bread; for we are all Payt akgrs of that one bread, 1 Cor.. 15, 
16, 17. I ſay, Whether was this outward Bread and Wine, ye 

or nay ? d. 

G27 9, And in the next Querit thou comeſt over with theſe 
things again, ſaying, Ho can thoſe per ſons be faithfall to 
Chriſt Jeſus, and obedlent to his Goſpel , that refuſe to pray, 
and ſing pſalmes, and baptiſe with Water, and receive the Lords 
Supper ? | 

[ anſwer, and ſay , If any diſobey God in any thing he com- 
wands them unto, whether in theſe things or in any other, they 
are not faithfall to Chriſt and his Goſpel, but thoſe people thou 
here ſecretly ſhootes at, are taught ro obey God in all his requir- 
ings, whether as to theſe things or others , and ſo to gloritic 
him in their bodies and ſpirits, which are his; and ſo are we clear 
before the Lord from this thy charge, and alſo from that which 
follows; for we tevile none, much leſſe choſe that in conſcience 
of their duty to God obſerve them or any thing elſe: and ſo the 
reviler muſt lodge in thine own bed, ho feares not to revileand 
ſpeak evil of fuch in theſe dayes as int conſcic ace to their known 
duty to God, worſhip him in ſpiric and in truth. 

But you whoſe fear cowards God is taught by the Preceptroſ 
Men, in vain is all your worſhip ; for I teſtie for the Lord that 
whatever you do, though ic had the very forme of the Saints 
practice of old, which yours have not, and not led chereinto by 
the motion of the eter nal and infallible ſpirit of life, it ic nothing 
but the Precepts of Men, and will-worſhip, and no better then 
offering ſwines blood, or cutting off a doggs neck : and for the 
endeavouting to keep up your cuſtome of praying, and ſingiag 
in mixt Congregations,from the Example of Jews,or them tha 
followed Chriſt; I lay, your hypocriticall praying, and yi 
ſinging is good no where, but as filth and dirt to be t 

under foot by him whoſe feet are upon the mountains; an 
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ſee thy pride all along, that would be comparing your Congre- 

tions to thoſe that followed Chrilt; nay nay, for though there 
was One Devil, yet there was Eleven other Wiſe: but when 
on are {earched fcarce one of many twelves that hath any true 
fear of God before their eyes is to be found, 

0s, 20, And whereas in thy laſt Quer.e thou askeſt, Whether 
thoſe Perſons that have experienced the operation of the ſpirit 
of God in theGoſpel-preachiog,andAdminifttations,convincing 
their Conſciences, melting the hearts,bumbling the ſpirits, and 
turning them from darkneſfle to light, and have afcerwards taſted 
nuch ſweetneſſe, and have felt ſoul-raviſhing,comfortsjn the 
enjoyment of God in Ordinances, bave not the witheſſe in 
themſelves that God doth own theſe, and bleſſe theſe Priviledges 
torbem, I anfvver yen, it is thus vvich all that ig truth have 
the Witneſs in themſelves, that God doth ovvn theſe, and bleſs 
the priviledgeito them. But thoſe people that go under te name 
of Quakers, have to the praiſe of Gods free loye the witneſſe in 
themſelves of ſuch fruits as cheſe amongſt them, from the Nrtue of 
the everlaſting Goſpel, and its Adminiltration. . And therefore 
we can witneſſe, that John Reynolds and all fuch as condemn this 
Miniſtry and work of God amongſt us (as Hereſie, or fo ) arc 
Deceiyers, and that they are Strangers to ſpiricgsl communion 
with God, whatever in words they may boaſt, who cannot meet 
vith and enjoy God where we (to his immortal praiſe be it in 
truth ſpoken do experience that lovingkindneſſe and goodneſſe 
which is better then life it ſelf : Aud therefore}, how long may 
this fehn Keynolds, ot any other Seducer, or painted Sepulchre 
taixe, before ever they con per ſwade theſe whom che Lord hath 
ſo loved not to believe their own ſpititual ſenſes and expetien- 
? But to conclude , Whereas this Fohw Reynolds in his blgb 
{nelling words of his /a/# Querie, and the 12th; boaſts much of 
bis own and his Fellows Experiences of ſpirieve|'thingy, I referce 
the Reader to the reſt of his Queries, And eſpecidily- the 3, 5, 
$,10, 11, 14,15, 16, 80d to the anſwers to them ail; and to 
weigh all in the Ballance of juſt judgment, andiit will apptar to 
bim bey ond words vvhat may be judged of them and us. 
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Something written from a true Experience 
of the work of God , with a Diſcovery 
"bow it was wrought; and 


Some tender Acknowledgments of (70ds 
free Love therein, given forth for the 
god of others that deſire to be ac. 
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the Light of Eternal Life made maniſeſt and revealed 

in Jeſus Chriſt, through the free love and goodneſſe of 
God unto our ſoules! Oh thy Love, thy inexpreſſible love to.. 
Let it never be forgotten; for thou that cauſedeſt the Light to 
ſhine out of Darkneſſe, haſt ariſen in our hearts, to give us the 
Light of that infinite & immortal Glory which is in God, by the 
Revellation of JeſarChrift, whom we were ſecking for 
but now have found him to be near us, even in car hearts and 
mindes ariſen, to — with all the enemies of our ſouls ; 
undoubtedly is ariſen to make Warre in Righteouineſſe, and by 
dis own arm of power, with that in us {that bath grieved and 
Gifhonouted, and oppreſſed bim, the pure, holy, and everlaſting 


O the glorious appearance of God unto Salvation, in 


e . . oo. 
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God of Love, whoſe Love, whoſe infinite love we cannot tao 
nuch admire, nor requite, who haſt mad e, and art making that 
rin us, which hath ſearched. our hearts as with candles, 
and which ſhines, and is a fhining forth, to the diſpelling of the 
power of darkneſſe, and to the diſtruction of the man of ſinne 
aus, by the brigheneſſe of bis glorious appearance: Oh the 
kreoge of this Love of God, there is no Love like unto this 
love; for God hath ſo loved us that he hath ſent his Son a light 
ce into us, that we might not abide in darkneſſe, but might have 
ry Eternal Life abiding in us, How haſt thou made knownitous 

the Works and Workers of Darkneſle! and not only fo, but 
haſt been in us as fire to conſume the motions and Luſtings of 
dur Corrupt Fleſh, which fire was kindled by the breath ofthe 
1 ' & ' Lord, and dy the Spirit of his mouth, which tire that proceeded 

5 out of che month of che Lambe 3. did {6 inflame us with ſuch 

he zlove unto his glorious pure Light within us manifeſted; was ſd 

glorious in brightneſſe that the Light thereof did ſhew unto us 
Go the wayes and worſhips of the World wherein we had delighted, 
to be an abomination to the Lord God; and we might not any 
looger drink of the Har/ors cup, for fear of drinking her plagues, 
which the righteous God hath and will bring upon her to the 
atecmoſt : And although the Merchants of B44y/a» did much 
in wordt and Writing to keep us in bondage to her doQrine and 
Worſhip, yet bleſſed be the Lord God who hath opened unto 
wihe path of Life, and is come to make us free to walk therein. 
The Lords Word hath been in us as a Hammer to break our 
A hard rocky hearts into pieces; yea the Lord hath been ex- 
ceeding terrible in pronouncing Wo upon Wo, Plague upon 
Plague, and Judgment, Indignation, Vengeance, and Wrath 
pan that in us that did evil, and woald. not have Chriſt) eſs 
ia tügr in our mortal Bodies: Yea the glorinas power of this 
light of Chriſt Jeſus that bach ſhined in out hearts, hath up- 
peared, to ſcatter, pull down, and make deſolate the Towers of 
Ahlen, and — * the Beaſt into the bettomleſſe pit, whom we 
hare tos long worſhipped. Oh the working of this pure Love 


mdLight of Jeſus Chriſt, who would not ſuffer us ta paſſe on 
lace in chat Way which r to Deſtruction! but bath 
f 2 revealed 
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opened to us the gate through which we muſt enter into Lie 
Eter nal, into that Kingdome wherein no corruptible thing cas 


enter ; but of whict:both-weand all mankinde are kept, while + 


they continue in the Bace'of diſobedience, let theiriprofefſion 
or their own Righteouſneſſe be what ic will, For although many 
art making a Profeſſion of God and Chriſt in words, who are 
ignotant of bis Life and power made manifelt in them. t0 
detiroy the Man of fin, ſo were we: And although many may 
ſay,'\ Fhey bave been bearing, ſinging, reading, praying, and 
repmtng and ſpeaking much of God and Chrift, ſo were we 
at hich time we were Enemies to him in our mirides, by wicked 
Works, and did not know Salvation nor Redemption by him: 
& alchough many may ſay, they have been ſeeking him in ſeveral 
purward« Obſervations even fo have we: and although many 
y ay, That they loved the Scriptures, and have ſpeat much 
time in reading ot them; ſo allo may we ; although we wert 
perſwaded that we walked contrary to them, becauſe we were 
not guided by that Spirit that gave them forth, but bad our 
mindes blinded through the dark ne ſſe that was in us, being 
blinded by the god of the World, at which time we lought the 
Liviog amongk the Dead, crying up thoſe that ſaid, Lo here. Lo 
there; yea, upon theſe barren Mountain and dry Hills bart 
we been feeding; which brought lean neſſe into us, who were 
like thoſe dtie bones, wanting fleſh and finews, life and marrow; 
which the God of Life and Love hath and doch give to them 
yvboarein the Faith, that can receive. cheſe glad Tydings of 
Salvation, this Goſpet of Peace, this Seed ot the Kingdome, 
vrhich at firſt may be but little, dut being watered with the devy 
that comes from heaven, it may: become a fruitfull tree; ſo that 
the gloty of. Cod maybe ſeen in the branches thereof, which 
mis Chiti within, che hope of their glory. And alchough we 
havebetn rating of the barks among the Swine, bes in the Father 
houſe there is bread enough for ill that can by faith receive it, ind 
feed upon it: vydereas' the Proud and Haughty have negleRed 
it, and haye ſpeor their time for that which cannot ſatisfie, and 
too many lay wallowing ih that which was accounted to be mire 
long age, and do turn to lick up that vomit which they ſpewed 
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zur long ſince. But bleſſed be the God of Love, who frederh 
oy b1i”g7) with good things „when the rich are ſent emply away; 
without that immortal food by which Gods dear babes do. grow 


on en like tale of the ſtall, and Hour iſh likg the cedars, and grow 
ty Fil- Lilies, beind planted by the Lord, and dreſſed by his 
110 beer; tbrougb which the Righteous obtain the Kingdome, 
to chat ſands no- 19 words, nor in Meats, nor Drinks outwardly; 
ny bat inwardly in Rightcouſneſſe; Joy, and Peace; which Inhe- 
nd fitahce is of more value than all things; nay Fathers, nor 
re Mothers, Houſes not Land, Brethrem nor. Siders, nor outward 
ed Life is not co be compared to it; for Mortality is not to be 
im: pared to Immortality, nor theſe Earchly, fading, periſhicg 
Tal things with that durable Treaſure which hath been bid in God 
Iny from the Foundation of the World, bt it now plentifully revealed 
ueh u haber ad (uck/ings,to the praiſe and glory of God be it ſpoken, 
ere who is coming to crown thoſe with a Crown of life that have 
ere been willing to take up the Croſſe to their-own carnal ends, 
our (nd who have been willing to die, that Chriit may live in them. 
ing The glory of this truth hath been precious ſince we have believed 
the init: it hath made us dead to many things which were a diſho- 
Lo nour to the Lord, and did grieve his pure ſpitit, yea the fullneſſe 
ave thereof hath refreſhed our hearts, and quickened our ſpirits, by 

ere the living ver tue that is in it: And they that know it, and abide 

o init,ſhall be made free by it: and whom the truth makes free, 

em they are free indeed: and whoſoever is begotten and borne of 
of it, cann05 follow the motions of the Fleſh, nor be obedient to 

me, the ſpirit and power of the Devil, neither within them, nor 

evy withour them, but are made able in obedience to truth to with- 

hat rd him, aud make Warre with him, although it be not with 

uch ſword, nor with ſpear, nor other outward Weapons of Warre; 

we but with the ſame Weapons by which Chriſt Jeſus got the Viqo- 

hen ryorer the World, and all its falſe Wayes and Worſhips ; which 

und was by the ſyvord of his Spirit, vvhich is exceeding ſharp,quick, 

ted ind povverfall , and vvith theſe Weapons of Warre did all the 

[nd Holy men of God fight, and by Faich and Patience ſhall ſach 

ure obtain the Victory. 

red Mailer, 
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And here bath the Lord God of Eternal povver raiſed up an 
Army, vvhoſe Bovvs are bent, and vvyhoſe Swords are drayy 
are coming upon all that are fighting againſt God. bis Kin 
Povver, and Glory; vvho isa coming to raign, and take Domi- 
nion; and no Weapon formed againſt him ſhall ever proſper; 
Although many may gather together againſt the Lords anointed, 
to keep them in bondage, and to opprefi: them: yet the Godof 
Ifrael is ſtrong and mighty, yea be vvill be exceeding terrible 
to all Sen Enemies, vyhen they have filled up their meaſate, in 
rſecuting thoſe vvhich are as dear to Cod 3s the apple of bis 
Bye ; of yyhom he taketh care, and for vVhom he doth provide, 
and doth ſapply their vvants by pouring into their Wounds 
the yl of joy and gladneſſe, in giving them beauty for aſhes, andthe 
arment of 2. the ſpirit of beavineſſe : vvho doth give them 
irrefiſtible courage and boldneſſe to ſtand up for Him, and His 
Trath, not mindeing nor regarding Fathers,or Mothers, Wives, 
not Children, Houſes, nor Lands, nor Life it ſelf, ſo they may vvig 
Chriſt,and inherit his povverfull Kingdome,vvhich is not of this 
world, nor doth not ſtand in outwart obſervations, nor words, 
which mens wiſdom teachecth , nor in meat, nor drink, got 
ſuch earebly things; but in righteouſneſſe, joy, and peacein 
the holy Ghoſt, vvbich vvill abide for ever, and for ever 
more. 


Wherefore all people and inhabitants of the Earth, bow don 
your minds unto the Light of the glorious Golpel of Chriſt, 
which is the Power of God unto Salvat ion unto every one that 
doth believe in it; for all that can receive it in the love of it, 
their deeds are made manifeſt by it, and ſo ſrreagth is given u 
him ther believes, to ſtand againſt the devil and his temptations; 
yea, and victery is given over the devil and his temprations; 
end ſuch will be able to ſay in truth, Chrift Feſaw u Gads Salut 
tion uno theme, for the is undoubtedly the Way, the Trath, and liſt; 
which Gad hath ordained to be a Light unto the World, that all 
chat follow it may not abide in Dankneſle, but might haye cxers- 
al Life through the ſa ne; for this grace of God thet be 
Salvation, teacheth to deny ungodlineſle,and worldly luſts, — 


„ 
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0 live ſoberly, and righteouſly, and godly in this preſent evil 


world ; And this is freely given of God unto the Creature man 
to reſtore him and bring bim from under Satans power, who is 
the Prince of the Power of the air, that hath his liberty ro work 
in the hearts of ſuch who reje& this Light of Chriſt Jeſas, ac- 


counting it inſufficient for them to follow, and deſpiſe the free 


lore of God that condemns for ſin, and reproves for doing evil; 
becauſe they love their evil deeds better then this, therefore 
they follow that which is evi, and hate that which is good; for 
the evil doer can have no unity nor fellow ſhip with it; there is 
10 concord, no agreement betwixt Light and Darkneſſe, for 
this which is given of God, is of his own nature; and the nature 
God it pure and holy, and without holineſſe none can ſee the 
Lofd; but as the creature is brought down into this continnally, 
1 watch and vvait for its vvorking, the properties and opera» 
tions thereof are truly known and angerliood in bringing that 
hack again into conſideration, which it may be was ated and 
lone long before, ſhowing and making known to the perſon 
what his minde runs after, and what he moſt delights in, and 
whit be ſpends the time for , and as any is brought to 
confider of their wayes and doings, they will at ſometime or 
other de brought to ſee the vanity thereof, and their minds 
vill be troubled: in the preſent ſenſe and feeling of ſuch or ſuch 
in evileQion, or of ſuch an evil word, becauſe it corrupteth 
ad defileth them, who inwardly are reproved by the Light of 
Chriſt Jeſus; for whatſoever is reprovable, is made manifeſt 
by the Light; for that which doth make manifeſt is Light; 
And whoever thou art that doubreſt of this, whether it be true 
of not, yet be this known unto thee whoever thou art, that 
thou ſhale know it in the day of the Lord, whether thou baft 
uon an ear to hear or not; for which I do bear forth this teſti- 
noa, which I do finde was teftified of by holy men in former 
|» yur as they were moved and inſpired by the holy 
written and recorded in the Scriptures of trath, who 
le by the Candle of the Lord ſeen what that pearl is, for the 
ining of which all other things are not to come in compa» 
thn, nay the loft of all things for the enjoyment of — 
wacre 
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ding, is indutable riches, whicu nv mortal man can take 
where this lic tie leven bath levened the whole lump ; which 
Scriptures cannot do, nor Bi cad, nor ine, nor Water cannor 
do; but the Lord makes his grace aliſuiticient to rhgſe-thaee 
by faich receive it in the love chettot, e hich i pleguiſuſſy (ed 
abroad in the hearts of ſome by the holy Gholt, which have 
in meaſure participated of; to che praiſe of God be it forever 
ſpoken, 


But I well know, that this feemeth ſtrange unto many, to bear 
of ſomething which we declare of, which we value and pra 
above the Scriptures; yea, whichis in it ſelf of more wortht 
us then any other viſible thing which our bodily eyes did ever 
bebold, which was before Scriptures were written, and ſhall be 
when ail viſible things are come to an end (which is a manife 
ſtation of Light freely given of God) to man co be bis Laws 
leader, and reſtoration to God the Father out of al evil int 
all truth, where the true worſhip of God is known and per- 
formed; which Gods boly Prophets, and Apoſtles, and Mini- 
ſters directed people to follow ; And all that delice to know 
truth, may do well to conſider of what is written in the Feri, 
ptures of truth: Deuteronomy 30. 10, 17, 1213, ang 
Feremiah 31, 31,32, 34. Iſaiah 42. 3, 4, 5,6. and 49 6/a0d 
the 55 and the 4. Luke 17,21. John 1. 9 fehn 16.7, 859,10 
11, 12, 13. Roman 10 8. 1 Corimthians 12,7, 2 Peter 1 19. 
Tita 2512. Hebrews 8.8, 9 10,11, Many ba ve taſted, felt; 
and handled of the Word ot Life, and the ſweetneſſe andver- 
tue of it conſtraineth chem to contend earnelily for it, that all 
that have any brea:hings aſter God, may come ro know true 
union and fellowſhip with him in the Light of his Son Jew 
Chriſt, who is aſſuredly riſca' in greac Povver and Authority, 
and vvill break through the clouds chit have hindred the glory 
ofdis truth from ſhining in their hearts, vvho teve been v 
dring about in the cloudy and dark day, ſeeking reit, but bat 
not found id, ſpending tbeir time for that vyhich cannot ſoti- 
ſie : But the fountain is opened, and the vygrer of Liſe doth 
ran to ſitisfie the thirſty breathing babes of God: And * 
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Wherefore let bim that is ahungry come, and let them 
Far are athirſty come, for this food is freely givenof God 
00 all chat can by faith receive it. Oh therefore that all 
that are ſeeking the Lord in the ſincerity of their hearts 
under any form, tradition or outyyard obſervations, might 
de brought to the minifeſtation of God in them, in it to 
know their ſtate and conditions, and all their wayes and 
wotks made manifeſt, that their enemy may be caſt out, 
ind all their luſts ſubdued, that Chiiſt might be their Lord 
ind King to rule and raign in their mortal;bodies, who may 
de content to become fools to the world that Gods wiſdom 
pighe appear, and that they may die to themſelves in 
very thing, that Chriſt might live in them, and they may 
live to him; for which my ſoul hach cryed mightily unto 
& Lord, yea and ſhall cry, that all the ſheep of Chrift 
ny be gathered into the one fold of reſi, to feed together 
in ide paſture of Life, feeding together at the Table of 
the Lord; where we may eat our food with joy and glad - 
nelle of heart, where no envious Perſecutors ſhall be able 
id tome to make us afraid, nor take this food away, which 
the fleſn and blood of Chriſt Jeſus; and whoſoever eats 
thereof hath Eternal Life abiding in them; but whoſo- 
witr'ceats not of him, cannot live by him,  Whereſote 
fwirning: co all Profeſſors to examine themſelves with 
the Lipghe of Chriſt in them, whether they have thus re- 
ted Chriſt Jeſus, and eats of his fleſh and drinks of his 
Wo ſeeing they have made ſo little of his Light in 
they accounting it inſufficient for them to follow, and 
hatten! thing apperiaining to the corrupt. nature of 
fillen men; and ſo have ſtumbled ac ic: And how ma- 
y hive fallen, becauſe they baye rejected it, and could 
receive it in the love of it, that could not bow there» 
wits; chat thereby they might have known reconciliation, 
werlaſting peace, and aſſa ance of Cods love unto them, 
We have received power over that which chey have plead- 

or: but how are they like to receive power, who 
In cannot 
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-ryninot receive that which ſhould give them power / I 
much better were it for you , if your faith flood in this 
power, and not in the wiſdom of words which many of them 
have been covered with: But the Lord God of hoſts is come 
to uncover all that are not covered with his Spirit, that 
thoſe that are covered with his Spirit might sppear, and be 
honoured therein for ever. 


Therefore yon that have any tender neſſe in you to the 
Lord, or any deſires to his truth, Oh come into anion 
with it, and follow it in obedience that ye may be ſun- 
Qifed and ſaved thereby, For I well know that there i 
much tenderneſſe in ſome of you, and much brokenneſſe 
of heart to ſee wickedneſſe abound : And ſome of you 
have a true piety in you towards your fellow-creaturg; 
therefore in the tenderneſſe of love do | write unto you, 
decauſel have been one of you, and ſpent much time among 
you; And truly Friends, my love is dear to that whichs 
of Godin you; Therefore do I beſeech you not to forlake 
this fountain of living waters, to hew for your ſelves broken 
Ciſterns that cannot hold; and what though you may be 
led to croſſe your own carnal minds, and to deny the pro- 
fics, pleaſures, and glory of this world ? And what though 
you may be led out of its cuſtoms, worſhips, and fellowſkip} 
And what though you may be brought ont of your many 
words, yea through the wilderneſs to all this, and to mu 
other rhings anto which the wicked one doth incline you? 
Oh bleſſed change] bow ſweet will this make you (mellis 
the noftrils of he Lord? yea, and this ſavour will be good te 
his people whom you have enyyed many of you, becauſe they 
have told you the truth, and could not have unity with you 
in yonr evil actions and formal worſhip , but that bath the 
Lord made manifeft ro ſome of you, by vvbat be heth (uffer- 
ed to come upon you, for the trial of you, that you might 
knovy upon vrhat you vvere builded , and might begin w 
build upon the Rock that cannot be ſhaken, vybich is Chrilt 
Jeſus che Light, the Life, and Poyver of God; the * 
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dat enligbteneth every one that eomes into the World; 
- hich 1defire to be comprehended vvholly in and ſvval- 
-Jovved up vvith, vvhich bath many a time overcome my 
hearts 


Jobs Payton, 


From the place of my ont ward 
being in Dud yz this 20, of 
this, Month, 


og 


